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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF BELLA  VISTA  

LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

Out of thankfulness for godôs love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

by His Grace both past and present, we are compelled with all our 

strength and Tireless effort, to share Godôs love with all people in our 

community. 

 

Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth. 

OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAYðTHURSDAY 

7:30 A.M.ð5 P.M. 

 

FRIDAY ð8 A.M.ðNOON 

BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH  

1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD  

BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 

 

PHONE: 479-855-0272  E MAIL: office@bvlutheran.com 

FAX:  479-876-6097        WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 

 

PASTOR:  PAUL HASS 

CELL PHONE:  (479)685-2416 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  8:30 A.M. & 10:45 A.M. 

 2012 
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 Dear Sisters and brothers in Christ,  
The focus of all Christians should living out our lives as forgiven disciples and then making disciples. Telling the Good 
bŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ wŜŘ 
/Ǌƻǎǎ [ƛŦŜ {ŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΗέ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
water to actively save them. To be a disciple making disciple we need to remember and learn the life-saving ways of 
Jesus Christ by both use and practice.  
The first seven weeks of this New Year we will be concentrating our effort toward learning anew to be lifesavers.  
To help us I have a wonderful story, below, that helps me remember our purposes here. Many of you have heard this 
story; some of you have had this story make the work Christ gives His church become very real in your lives. I first 
heard this story during a Confirmation class when I was a teenager. I heard it again at the very first meeting I attended 
here at Bella Vista Lutheran back in January of 2009. It is a modern parable written in 1953 by an Episcopal priest 
named Theodore Wedel.  
-----------------  
A Crude Lifesaving Station - by Theodore Wedel  
On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was once a crude lifesaving station. The building was just 
a hut, and there was only one boat, but the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with no 
thought for themselves went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost. Many lives were saved by this wonder-
ful little station, so that it became famous. Some of those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding area, 
wanted to become associated with the station and give of their time and their money and their effort for the support 
of its work. New boats were bought and new crews were trained. The little lifesaving station grew.  
Now some of the members of the lifesaving station became unhappy, in time, however, because the building was so 
crude and so poorly equipped. They felt that a more comfortable, suitable place should be provided as the first refuge 
of those saved from the sea. And so they replaced the emergency cots with beds, and they put better furniture in the 
now enlarged building, so that now the lifesaving station actually became a popular gathering place for its members. 
They took great care in decorating it beautifully and furnishing it exquisitely, for they found new uses for it in the con-
text of a sort of club. But fewer members were now interested in going to sea on lifesaving missions, and so they hired 
ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŜŀŘΦ bƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƛŦ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ τ there was a liturgical lifeboat (symbolic rather than fully functional) in 
the room where the club initiations were held, for example τ so the changes did not necessarily mean that the original 
purposes were totally lost.  
About this time a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in boatloads of cold and wet, half-
drowned people. They were dirty people and they were sick people, some of them with black skin, some with yellow 
skin. The beautiful new club, as you might imagine, was thrown into chaos, so that the property committee immedi-
ately had a shower house built outside the club where these recent victims of shipwreck could be cleaned up before 
coming inside the main clubhouse.  
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
lifesaving activities for being so unpleasant, as well as for being a hindrance to the normal social life of the club. Some 
members insisted upon lifesaving as their primary purpose, pointing out that, indeed, they were still called a lifesaving 
station. But these few were finally voted down and told that if they wanted to save the lives of all the various kinds of 
people who were shipwrecked in those waters, they could begin their own lifesaving station down the coast. And so, 
they did just that.  
Now as the years passed, the new station down the coast came to experience the very same changes that had occurred 
in the older, initial station. It evolved into a club, and yet another lifesaving station had to be founded to restore the 
original purpose.  
Well, history continued to repeat itself, so that if you visit that seacoast today, you will find a great number of exclusive 
clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are frequent in those waters, but most of the people drown!  
-----------------  
At Bella Vista Lutheran we are not called to be comfortable with what we have. We are called to Connect others to the 
only One that can save them, Christ Jesus! We are called to Grow in our faith and our abilities to share that faith for the 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ Serve here as part of this lifesaving crew. This is 
ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ DƻŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜŀǎΦ IŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ 
ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ IƛƳΦ .Ŝƭƭŀ Ǿƛǎǘŀ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƭǳōΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
May God alone be glorified in our response to His great love, shown to us in Jesus!  
In Him,    Pastor Hass  
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PRAYER CHAIN  

 

To request a prayer or to join the 

prayer chain      ...CALLé 

ALETHA DAMMANN 855 -6739 

 

FOR E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN  

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE  

855-0272 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

The Shepherdôs Voice is on our church web site. 

www.bvlutheran.com.  Look under Communications 

for each monthôs Issue.  We continue to print the 

Newsletter for those who wish to have a hard copy, 

so if that is your wish, call the Church office to  

request to be put on the list for the mail boxes. It is on 

our web page under Communications after the 4th 

Wednesday each month.  The Newsletter is in living 

color on the Web sight ! 

 
 

 

 LWML JANUARY  QUILTING 

DATES 

LWR WED. 11TH 

BABY QUILTS WED. 25TH  

 8:30 TIL NOON 

 

COME JOIN US 

2013 Synodical Convention  

 

 

The time has come to prepare in a specific way for the 2013 Synodical Convention.  Each 

Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has the opportunity  to nominate indi-

viduals to be placed on the Synodical ballots to serve in specific positions within our Synod. 

These include the LCMS Secretary, Board of Directors, Concordia Publishing House Board, 

LCEF Board and many other positions.  If you wish to look through the list of positions and 

nominate someone for these positions please see the notice on our Bulletin Board that is  

located adjacent to the doors from the Narthex to the Memorial Garden.  If you know of 

anyone that would both be qualified and willing to serve in these positions please let  

Pastor Hass know so that he can connect you with our Circuit Counselor to get the proper 

Forms in hand to make a nomination.                                                                  

Special dates  

  

Å New Yearôs Day, January 1, 2012 

Å Epiphany, January 6, 2012 

Å Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2012 

Å Martin Luther King Jr.ôs Birthday Observance, January 16, 

2012 

Å Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18ï25, 2012 

 

***  
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The  Monday Menôs Bible Study meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month at 1 :30 PM.  

Our next meeting w ill be on January 9th in the fellowship hall. 

 

We start a new lesson based on Romans.  Beginning at chapter one to be prepared, read verses 1-17. 

 

Following the lesson we have coffee and fellowship.  This lesson starts our 12th year, come join us as 

we search the scriptures together.  All men are welcome. 

 

Ken Meyer 855-9055 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JENNIFER AND  HANNAH VASS  

2700 N. DIXIELAND RD #E10, ROGERS AR  72756 

PHONE 320-763-9551 

 

Jennifer moved here from Alexandria. Minnesota.  She worked at Viking  

Savings Bank for 8 years as a Teller and in proof operations. 

 

She has one daughter, Hannah.  Their interests are reading, taking walks, doing 

things together as a family and traveling.  Their thoughts on Bella Vista are:  Itôs 

a beautiful area here and the weather is so much nicer than Minnesota.  There 

are lots more different things going on, too.ò   

 

Welcome to Bella Vista Lutheran we are glad you have chosen our church to  

belong to.     
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S. Sgt Capt. Jeffrey Nelsonðson of Jane Fulkerson 

S.Sgt Joshua Bragg -  grandson of Shirley Wiemers 

S.Sgt. Jennifer Fox Braggðgranddaughter of Shirley Wiemers 

Capt. Neil Jesseï Grandson of Bob & Donna Jesse 

Capt. Barry Zinkeðnephew of Gary & Peggy Nelson 

Major Jeffrey Knudsonðnephew if Jerry & Alice Lundwall  

S.Sgt. Ryan Matthew Duncanðgrandson of Frank & Nancy Priboth 

Lt. Tim Wooleryðgrandson of Charles & Norma Woolery 

PO3 Jeremy Dellingerðgrandson of Art & Bonnie Quednow 

SGT. Ross Karelsðnephew of Peggy Karels 

LCPL Michael Hirschðgrandson of Ivan & Millie Hirsch  

Corporal Nathaniel Hansenðgrandson of Roy & Connie Knafla 

Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, USDAFðsister of Deb Roesener 

Lance Corporal Michael Crossðgrandson of  Gary & Barbara Hartwig  

 

IS THE 15TH OF THE MONTH 

FOR THE NEXT  MONTH  

E MAIL ULA at ulab@cox.net 

  or 

CHURCH at office@bvlutheran.com 

 

SMILE Stephenôs  Ministry  Is Listening 
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SMILE  Stephens Ministry is Listening Ears 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays Party!  

Noon  at the River Grill 

Wednesday, the 18th. 

Sign-up at Narthex Kiosk 

Or  

RSVPðCall Ellen Scholten  

855-1324 

.Ted Dorn and the Casey girls, Brenna, Amber, Hannah, & Lauren plus Isaac & Sophia 

Merriman (shepherds) portraying the Christmas story during the Birthday Party for  

Jesus. .   
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The following books have been added to our library,   

 

F  AAR  The Ranchers Return  by Aarsen, Carolyne    

F  MIL   Annaôs Gift  by Miller, Emme 

F CLO   Her Rodeo Cowboy  by Clopton, Debra 

Y MAIER  The Very First Easter by Paul Maier (BOARD BOOK) 

Y STI  When Someone Dies     by Julie Siegemeyer 

 

January, 2012 

Shepherdôs Voice 
 

New Year Resolutions! 

 

 

How did you do with your resolutions for the year 2011?  About the same as for other 

years?  Can you even remember what your resolutions were?  Why do we struggle so 

much with them?  Is it because we try to succeed completely on our own without any 

outside help (even from God)? 

 

As we enter this New Year we have the opportunity to start over.  Having the privilege of 

starting over is one of the things that gives us hope and courage as we look to the future. 

 

In Romans 12:12 the Holy Spirit gives us some great ingredients for a really good  New 

Yearôs resolutionéòbe joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer.ò 

 

That three-fold resolution makes a difference in our lives and the lives around us. 

Sharing Godôs love with others by what we do and say is at the heart of Christian  

Stewardship. 

 

   We wish you a blessed New Year! 

 

 

        The Stewardship Board 
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We have been blessed with many monetary gifts from our members by  
individuals, small groups and memorials throughout the year. These donations  
allow us to reach out into our community with your love, as we feed their body 
and soul. 
 
The following organizations from the community have also shared God's gift with 
us in the form of money and food donations. They are as follows: 
 
Community Church 
Men in Action Bella Vista Community Church 
AARP Chapter 109 Recycle Center 
Ozark Bank 
Wal-Mart 
Sam's Club 
Some of our memberós neighbors 
Special collections from community events, businesses and the post office 
Bella Vista Presbyterian Church 
' 
We also have vendors that have been donating on a regular schedule: 
 
Sara Lee bread vendor delivers bread every week for those in need 
Cereal is donated by Malt-O-Meal every other month 
Country Gospel CD's 
 
This ministry has been truly blessed with many volunteers and donations to feed 
the people in our area that are in need of help when they experience hard times. 
 
God is so good,. 
 
Malachi 3 :1O"Br ing the whole t ithe into the s torehouse, that there may be 
food in my house . Test me in this ," says the Lord Almighty, " and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that you will not have room enough  for it.ò 

SHEPHERDôS FOOD PANTRY 



11  MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM VIETNAM!  

 

 Four Candles adorn the altar at our International Church in Hanoi during Advent, small flames 

that signify big desires,  the desires of a whole world wanting somethingé. else.   

 In the first week of Advent we light the Candle of HOPE.  All over the world  

humans hang on to HOPE for dear life.  But with every polluted breath of air they inhale, their hope  

exhales into oblivion.  In parched deserts they hope for one more drop of water that they fear wonôt 

come.  All the while, our brothers and sisters in the Philippines are flooded with water.  It is hopeless 

that they will have homs to live in as the waters recede.  Bring us HOPE, O Lord. 

 On the second Sunday in Advent we light the candle of PEACE.  In this age of wars and rumors 

of wars, where a Nuclear ïpowered country has just seen power pass into the hands of a 27 year old (or 

is he  26?), PEACE IS ELUSIVE.  But we need not travel around the World to find conflict, division, 

unrest and violence.  In our countries there is violence, in our communities there is unrest, in our fami-

lies there is division, in our own hearts there is conflict.  Is there PEACE to be found?  From where will 

it come?  Bring us PEACE, O LORD. 

 On the third Sunday in Advent we light the candle for that Scarce Gift of Joy.  Happiness is com-

mon-we see it in the newly rich of Hanoi, in a couple who have just fallen in love.  But as any banker in 

2008 or any married couple at any time can tell you, Happiness Comes and Goes; it is cheaply attained 

but flees at the first sign of Trouble.  JOY IS RARER ,  however, and comes with GREAT COST.  JOY 

is not the absence of difficulty but rather contentment, or, dare I say it, rejoicing in the midst of diffi-

culty.  BRING US JOY, O LORD. 

 On the fourth Sunday of advent we light the candle of LOVE.  Oh, how we  

desperately want to be loved.  We try to earn it every chance we can, whether it  be  a Vietnamese  

student trying fervently to meet the Ever-MoreïStringent demands  of their parents, or a spouse who 

works 100 hours per week to get that promotion, or a lonely person who purchases the love of friends 

with extravagant parties and expensive gifts.  But who will love the student when she fails?  Who will 

love the employee  that loses his job?  Who will love the lonely when those bought friends lose interest?  

BRING US LOVE, O LORD.  

 On Christmas on the ALTAR AT OUR INTERNATION  

AL CHURCH STANDS ONE MORE CANDLE, TALL AND WIDE, IN THE CENTER OF OUR 

FLICKERING ATTEMPTS AT HOPE,PEACE, JOY AND LOVE.  THE CHRIST CANDLE SHINES 

BRIGHTEST OF ALL.   

This CHRISTMAS we thank GOD for THE GREATEST GIFT, THE ONLY GIFT THAT REALLY 

MA TTERS, WITH TEN TINY FINGERS AND TEN TINY TOES.  The baby was a big gift in a small 

package, CRYING WHEN  HE  WAS LABORED INTO THIS WORLD WITH SWEAT AND TEARS.  

Only a handful of people at the time knew about itð- No One else cared.  And perhaps many donôt care 

today.  BABY JESUS IS THE GIFT THAT NOBODY WANTS OR ASKS FOR, BUT HE  IS THE 

GIFT THAT EVERYONE NEEDS.  He came not  with the EXPERTISE OF A HUMANITARIAN, not 

with the  empty promises of a politician, not with The false Joy of a GURU and He loved all the wrong 

people.  And yet this baby, precisely because He is not all those others, fulfills our desires while the oth-

ers falter.  They try to fix the world from the outside in, with policies and programs and quick fixes, but 

ñThe Heart of the Human problem  is  the Human Heartò(Jesus+ Nothing = Everything by  Tullian 

Tchividian, page 55) TRUE, HOPE , PEACE, JOY and LOVE and come only when Human Hearts 

change and perhaps this is why Jesus came the    way He did.  Nothing changes hearts quite like a 

babyðvulnerable, smiling and cute ðwho happens to be the SAVIOR OF THE WORLD .    

 
CONTINUED     NEXT PAGE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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 Even though He is no longer bodily present among us, the Baby Jesus is still changing Hearts   That is the real 

miracle of Christmasð-That it still has power even some 2,000 years later.  Every time the Gospel is proclaimed, every 

time everyday Bread and Wine are broken  and shared in His name, He still comes, being born again among us, in 

small places and in small ways all over the globe;  Whereas before He came in one place in time, now the world is His 

Manger.ñIn His name the nations will hope,ò  THE SCRIPTERS TELLS US.  Find hope in Him, Dear Friends.  Peace 

among the Nations, among the creation, cannot come until there is Peace with the Creator.  And   Indeed, Paul writes 

that Jesus has made ñPEACE BY THE BLOOD OF HIS CROSS.ò  Find Peace in Him.  Dear Friends, 

leap for JOY like John did when He met Jesus  even while still in the womb.  And about LOVE, 

hear the words of Jesus Himself:  ñGREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE THAN THIS, THAT SOME-

ONE LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS.ò  THAT LOVE IS FOR YOU. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS!   God Bless you this Christmas 

Season as you celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 

IN CHRIST,  

 

J.P., AIMEE, CELESTE, AND BELLA   
. 
 

 

LESS IS MORE  
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