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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF BELLA  VISTA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Out of thankfulness for god’s love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
by His Grace both past and present, we are compelled with all our 
strength and Tireless effort, to share God’s love with all people in our 
community. 
 
Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth. 

OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY—THURSDAY 

7:30 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

FRIDAY —8 A.M.—NOON 

BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 

 
PHONE: 479-855-0272  E MAIL: office@bvlutheran.com 
FAX:  479-876-6097        WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 
 
PASTOR:  PAUL HASS 
CELL PHONE:  (479)685-2416 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES:  8:30 A.M. & 10:45 A.M. 

 2012 
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Welcome to February!  And the patron Saint of February, at least according to our culture, 
is Saint Valentine. Now, I am not sure how we got from the historical Saint Valentine to 
the little winged cherubs and greet card tidal wave, but there really was a Saint Valentine.  
The name “Valentine:” is derived from the Latin word valens, meaning worthy, strong, 
powerful.  The Saint Valentine, whose feast is celebrated on February 14, little is known 
of him except his name and that he was born on April 16 and that he was buried at the Via 
Flaminia north of Rome on February 14.  It is even uncertain whether the feast of that day 
celebrates only one saint or more saints of the same name. 
 
So, Valentine’s Day, is an annual commemoration held on February 14 celebrating love 
and affection between companions.  It is traditionally a day on which lovers express their 
love for each other by presenting  flowers, offering sweets, and sending greeting cards, 
that became known as “valentines”.  So, as you celebrate Valentine’s Day, including the 
hearts, doves, and figures of the winged Cupid, know that this day in our  culture, is a 
celebration of love. 
 
Jesus, who gives His life for us.  That is the best gift of love ever! 
 
In Him,  
������������

Attention,  
Thrivent Members  

 
Help For Our Scholarship Fund! 

 
Those receiving quarterly “Choice Dollars” rebates,  are encouraged to 
consider notifying Thrivent to automatically forwar d their rebates to our 
church, which will direct those funds to the Schola rship Fund, upon re-
quest by the member. 
It is a great way to aid our college students! 
 
Please note: Thrivent cannot directly specify where  the rebates should be 
designated – the rebates can only be sent to the ch urch general fund. The 
member must  designate the Scholarship Fund to the church offic e. 
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PRAYER CHAIN 

 
To request a prayer or to join the 
prayer chain      ...CALL… 
ALETHA DAMMANN 855-6739 
 
FOR E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN  
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE  
855-0272 

  

 

 
 
 

  

  
 
The Shepherd’s Voice is on our church web site. 
www.bvlutheran.com.  Look under Communications 
for each month’s Issue.  We continue to print the 
Newsletter for those who wish to have a hard copy, 
so if that is your wish, call the Church office to  
request to be put on the list for the mail boxes. It is on 
our web page under Communications after the 4th 
Wednesday each month.  The Newsletter is in living 
color on the Web sight ! 
 
 

 

 LWML FEBRUARY  QUILTING 
DATES 

LWR WED. FEB. 8TH 
 

BABY QUILTS WED. 22ND 
 8:30 TIL NOON 

 
COME JOIN US 

2013 Synodical Convention  
 
 

The time has come to prepare in a specific way for the 2013 Synodical Convention.  Each 
Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has the opportunity  to nominate indi-
viduals to be placed on the Synodical ballots to serve in specific positions within our Synod. 
These include the LCMS Secretary, Board of Directors, Concordia Publishing House Board, 
LCEF Board and many other positions.  If you wish to look through the list of positions and 
nominate someone for these positions please see the notice on our Bulletin Board that is  
located adjacent to the doors from the Narthex to the Memorial Garden.  If you know of 
anyone that would both be qualified and willing to serve in these positions please let  
Pastor Hass know so that he can connect you with our Circuit Counselor to get the proper 
Forms in hand to make a nomination.                                                                  

��������	�
���
  
• African-American History Month 
• Boy Scout Sunday, February 5, 2012 
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2012 
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 19, 2012 
• Presidents Day, February 20, 2012 
• Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012 
• First Sunday in Lent, February 26, 2012 
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The  Monday Men’s Bible Study meets the second and fourth Mondays of the month at 1 :30 PM.  
Our next meeting will be on February 13th  & 27th in the fellowship hall. 
 
We started a new lesson based on Romans in January. 
Following the lesson we have coffee and fellowship.  This lesson starts our 12th year, come join us as 

 
 
 

HELPING HANDS, FEBRUARY 2012 
 

HELPING HANDS WERE PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO DISTRIBUTE OUR 222 CHRISTMAS  
 

STOCKINGS. 
  

 THE STORE ALSO  GAVE 900 HAMS AT THANKSGIVING TIME  
 

AND 837 HAMS AT CHRISTMAS. 
 

Wal Mart is donating new shelves and racks which are needed at this time. 
 

We also have about 90 to 110 family’s coming for food every day. 
 

They can only come every 435 days. 
 
 

Thank you all for your support of this wonderful organization and all that it is able to do because 
of you and so many good Christians 

 
We were able to help 70,081 people in the year 2011, Equaling $1,698,066.74 

 
If you have any questions please call Nancy Manos or Clarise Gnuse 
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S. Sgt Capt. Jeffrey Nelson—son of Jane Fulkerson 
S.Sgt Joshua Bragg -  grandson of Shirley Wiemers 
S.Sgt. Jennifer Fox Bragg—granddaughter of Shirley Wiemers 
Capt. Neil Jesse– Grandson of Bob & Donna Jesse 
Capt. Barry Zinke—nephew of Gary & Peggy Nelson 
Major Jeffrey Knudson—nephew if Jerry & Alice Lundwall 
S.Sgt. Ryan Matthew Duncan—grandson of Frank & Nancy Priboth 
Lt. Tim Woolery— grandson of Charles & Norma Woolery 
PO3 Jeremy Dellinger—grandson of Art & Bonnie Quednow 
SGT. Ross Karels—nephew of Peggy Karels 
LCPL Michael Hirsch —grandson of Ivan & Millie Hirsch 
Corporal Nathaniel Hansen—grandson of Roy & Connie Knafla 
Gen. Michelle D. Johnson, USDAF—sister of Deb Roesener 
Lance Corporal Michael Cross—grandson of  Gary & Barbara Hartwig 
 

IS THE 15TH OF THE MONTH 
FOR THE NEXT  MONTH 

E MAIL ULA at ulab@cox.net  
  or 
CHURCH at office@bvlutheran.com 

SMILE Stephen’s  Ministry  Is Listening 
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BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 
 

FEBRUARY, 2012 
 
 
 
 

 Our vision for Bella Vista Lutheran Church is the Outreach Ministry objective which is “out 
of thankfulness for God’s love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed us by his grace both past and present, 
we are compelled with all our strength and tireless effort, to share God’s love with all people in our 
community.  Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth.” 
 
 The Outreach Ministry Team is taking the WORD of GOD to our local community through 
programs and efforts of hands on mission work.  We are focusing upon “Connect—Grow—Serve” 
with our ministry efforts.  We are focusing upon building living relationships with individuals in 
Bella Vista and surrounding areas. 
 
 Our efforts through the Shepherd’s Food Pantry, now in our third year of operation, con-
tinue to reach individuals experiencing difficult economic and spiritual situations.  Our efforts have 
connected to over 3,400 individuals being served by the pantry through 2011.  In early January,  
2012 we have connected with ten (10) new family units (first time visit.)  The needs economically and 
spiritually continue to grow. 
 
 Our Outreach Ministry involves our Braille Ministr y providing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
numerous languages worldwide.  Our Braille Ministry involves our BVLC members and also indi-
viduals from various churches locally.  
 
 The Cooper Elementary programs continue through the schools Back Pack Ministry cur-
rently serving fifty-four (54) students weekly.  The Cooper Elementary Fall Carnival was a joint  
effort between the Outreach and Children & Youth Teams.  In October 2011, we provided a pro-
gram for Cooper Elementary third and fourth graders “Fishing is Fun”.  We have scheduled an-
other “Fishing is Fun” through Cooper and a local Cub Pack for May 12 at Loch Lomond. 
 
 Our  focus on families and youth continued on December 10, 2011, with a “Happy Birthday 
Jesus—Gingerbread Make & Take “ program.  This probram was a coordination program with 
Children & Youth Ministry. 
 
 The Welcome Center Ministry is now an active part of the Outreach Ministry.  Bettye  
Deppeler has assumed responsibility for coordinating our visitor contact.  Cheryl Cardin provided 
excellent direction of the Welcome Center for several years, for which we are very grateful. 
 
 In addition to Bettye Deppeler, several new members have joined our team, Nancy Wandrie 
and Chuck Janzen.  Our team is to help make every member of Bella Vista Lutheran Church amis-
sionary of Jesus Christ.    The staff leader for the Outreach Ministry is John Hughes. 
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The following itrmd  have been added to our library, 
   
DVD  KLA  The Real St. Nick by Rev. Ken Klaus 
 
F DAV  The Christmas Quilt by   Davids, Patricia 
 
F GOO  The  Christ Child  by   Goodnight, Linda 
F KIN On Christmas Eve   by Kincade, Thomas 
F KIN Leaving,  by Kingsbury, Karen 
F KIN The Wedding Promise by Kincade, Thomas 
F KEA The Family Circus by Keane, Bill 
 
Y            Wellspring of Magic   by  Fields, J 
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SHEPHERD’S FOOD PANTRY 
 

THE SHEPHERD’S FOOD PANTRY HAS BEEN BLESSED TO BE A PAR T OF 
THE CARING CONGREGATION, HERE AT BELLA VISTA LUTHER AN 
CHURCH.  IT  IS WONDERFUL TO COME INTO THE FELLOWSH IP HALL 
AND SEE ALL THE GROCERIES THAT  HAVE BEEN DONATED A ND PLACED 
IN THE GROCERY CART. 
 
WE HAVE BUT ONE REQUEST TO THOSE WHO  SO WILLINGLY AND CON-
TINUALLY DONATE TO THE  FOOD PANTRY.  CHECK VERY CA REFULLY 
FOR THE (USE BY) DATE ON THE ITEMS YOU ARE GOING TO  DONATE AND 
THEN REFER TO THE CHART BELOW TO DETERMINE IF WE CA N DISTRIB-
UTE THAT ITEM TO OUR FOOD PANTRY CLIENTS.  ITEMS TH AT ARE PAST 
THE (TIME PAST USE BY DATE) CANNOT BE DISTRIBUTED T O OUR  
CLIENTS AND MUST BE DESTROYED.   YOUR HELP IN THIS MATTER IS 
GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
 

SHELF LIFE DETERMINATION TABLE 
 

(RULES OF THUMB FOR PRODUCTS THAT HAVE PASSED 
“USE BY” DATE)                      

  ITEMS                 TIME PAST “USE BY” DATE 
 
LOW ACID JARS AND BOTTLES   6 MONTHS 
HIGH ACID JARS AND BOTTLES   1 YEAR 
CANNED GOODS      2 YEARS 
SEALED DRY GOODS (BEANS, RICE,PASTA, ETC) 1 YEAR 
CANDIES, CAKES & COOKIES    6 MONTHS 
CRACKERS & CEREALS     1 YEAR 
FRESH BREAD & ROLLS     2 WEEKS 
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Marie Herr     2/02 
Virginia Howell    2/02 
Lula Berryman    2/03 
Rev. Paul Hass    2/03 
Kim Heruska     2/03 
Stacey Kaden     2/03 
Karissa Lane     2/04 
Bob Mierendorf    2/04 
Alan Gustaf     2/05 
Pat Eckaart     2/08 
Kathy Wilkins    2/09 
Lauren Casey     2/10 
Pat McKelvey    2/10 
Dick Hise     2/11 
Tom Pyatt     2/12 
Alex Leinen     2/13 
John Lear     2/14 
Lynn Moe     2/15 
Shera Pitt     2/15 
Charles Woolery    2/15 
Henry Ziegler    2/15 
Jan Barnoski     2/17 
Arlo Miesbach    2/19 
Rachel Sanford    2/19 
Krystal Schmidt    2/20 
Muriel Albers    2/21 
Bill Ziegler     2/24 
Harrison Ziegler               2/24 
Marion Martin    2/26 
Jim Breen     2/27 
Terri Knipfel                                                 2/27 
Marian Ritter               2/27 
Jim Searls                           2/28 
Lois Sullivan                2/29
  

 
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES 

60  YEARS 
         Walt & Dearl Graupner  2/02 
 
 
 FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 
 
John & June Lear    2/01 
Larry & Dee Roseke    2/03 
Richard & Eloise Haaddock  2/06 
Bob & Jane Fulkerson   2/08 
Bob & Bonnie Whiting   2/09 
Glenn & Diana Wickboldt   2/09 
Arlo & Irma Miesbach   2/10 
Arlin & Edna Carter   2/11 
Bob & Elda Wenzel    2/14 
Lewis & Diana Watts   2/19 
Wayne & Doris Mentink   2/22 
  
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Del Aastrup     2/01 
Shirley Wiemers    2/01 
Bonnie Quednow    2/03 
Pam Aastrup     2/10 
Dan Peters     2/12 
Alex Leinen     2/13 
Andrew Gaudian    2/16 
Jan Cutcher     2/18 
Gerald Rath     2/19 
Kathy Anderson    2/21 
Barbara Hartwig    2/21 
Shirley Peshek    2/23 
Mavis Meyer     2/24 
Bill Scholten     2/26 
Addison Haubner    2/28 
Frank Priboth    2/28 
 
 



14  

February, 2012 
Shepherd’s Voice 

 
“I Love You!” 

 
One of the best known days in February is Valentine’s Day.  Some 
people are tempted to  call February 14th “Hallmark Holiday.”  Lit-
tle wonder because in our country over 7,000,000,000 valentine cards 
are purchased each year.  Most of these cards say “I love you” in one 
way or another.  But what does “I love you” mean? 
 
Some would say that “I love you” refers to being physically attracted 
to a person of the opposite sex.  While it is true that physical attrac-
tiveness can draw people together, we need to remember that physi-
cal attractiveness changes over time.  It is an important kind of love, 
but it does not have the same lasting power as other forms of love. 
 
Others would say that “I love you” means that you are my special 
friend. Good friends are sweet blessings in this life as we find things 
that we enjoy doing with certain people we like and with whom we 
have so much in common.  But, sadly, we know from experience that 
friends come and go. 
 

There is a deeper kind of “I love You”...God’s kind of love! 
It is unconditional and keeps reaching out to other people.  That is 
certainly true of God’s love for us, His sinful children.  Even when 
we say and do sinful things God’s love reaches out to us. 
 
God delights in loving and giving!  As God’s children, we should 
daily share His kind of love with others.   
        The Stewardship Board 
 



15  Chuck’s Corner—February, 2012 
 

 
 A few weeks ago we were discussing the movie “Courageous”  and the role that the father or husband plays 
in the faith development of the family.  Lots of people have commented to me about this topis, seeing the movie and 
how they want to encourage other members of their family to see the movie.  There is an action required of the head of 
the household.   
 We currently have abeen discussing “Disciples”  and what this looks like.  We have all been called to be Disci-
ples.  The fellowship Hall Bible Study time has b een showing how the “Simple” process looks like, it might not be 
easy, but it is simple.  There is an action required of us, or in fact commanded of us. 
 This then leads us to the next topic, “Date Night”   , and the loving relationship with our spouse.  The Educa-
tion Team will be presenting an opportunity to focus on the gift from God that is near and dear to us.  You will hear 
more about this around the church. 
 I would like to share with you information that I received from Family Life, a Christian organization designed 
to help strengthen the family from a Christian perspective.  Below is a list of ideas for Making Time for Your Spouse 
taken from Mary May Larmoyeus.  I encourage you to discuss these in your family, and feel free to use any ideas that 
may strengthen your marriage and your relationship with God by Lloving” as Christ has loved us.  From time to time it 
is good to be reminded to love one another. 
 
1. Cultivate a common interest.  Your spouse should be your best friend and friends enjoy spending time with one 

another.  If you and your spouse have different hob bies, find something that you both enjoy doing and do it to-
gether.  You may want to go bike riding, walk together at the end of a long day, play tennis, or learn how to ball-
room dance.  Shared experiences enrich marriages and deepen friendship. 

       
  “I realized that our relationship had to be a higher priority than my hobbies,” says Family Life President Dennis 
Rainey of his early days of marriage.”  Barbara and I had to decide what we wanted to be at the end of our lives—two 
people who had grown old together as partners or two people who had grown old alone.” 
 
2, Have a regular date night.  If you don’t have a relative nearby who would gladly watch your kids, then consider  
     swapping babysitting with a friend on a regular basis.  For example, you would watch their kids on the first Friday 
     of every month and they would watch your kids on the second Saturday of every month.  T 
   Take advantage of the date night that the church is sponsoring. 
 
3. Try new adventures together.  We only live this life once.  Try doing something different to force yourself out of  
        normal  day-to-day living.  If you and your spouse would like to do something a little more daring, consider  
        activities such as skydiving, scuba diving, mountain climbing, etc. 
 
4 Write love letters to one another and read them over a romantic dinner.  Writing letters is almost a lost art  
       form today. You may want to redeem it by regularly expressing your love to your spouse in a letter.  Then read it  
       to your spouse over a romantic dinner. 
 
5. Read a book together and discuss if over coffee at a local coffeehouse or bookstore.  Take turns choosing the  
       books.  If a movie has been made out of the book, read and discuss it together and then watch the movie.  Com- 
      pare the book to the movie. 
 
 
6. Pray together.  When we regularly pray with our spouse, our souls and hearts are uniquely knit together.  Sadly  
      we forget many of the ways God answers our prayers unless we write them down. 
       
 You may want to record how God answers your prayers in a notebook.  Once or so a  year, go on an overnight get         
away with your spouse and review it together.  Spend some time thanking the Lord for all He has done.  
 
 
Go in Peace and Serve the Lord 
- 
Chuck Merriman    
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During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to the cross, let’s also examine the journey of 
our lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure is packing. What have you placed in 
your bag? Are you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, relationship 

troubles? Have you overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for the challenges 
ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness. 
  
Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when the road becomes difficult. So 
as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. 
—Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/lent 
 

PACK WELL 


