
 

 
               BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                         1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
                        BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 

 
                        PHONE: 479-855-0272     
                        E MAIL:  bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
                        FAX:  479-876-6097 
                        PASTOR:   PAUL HASS     CELL PHONE:   (479)685-2416      
                                                                        WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 
 
                                                            SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES :  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 
                                                            CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR:  9:45  A.M. 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 
FRIDAY—8 am.—NOON 
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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF BELLA VISTA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Out of thankfulness for God’s love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed by His 
Grace both past and present, we are compelled, with all our strength and  
Tireless effort, to share God’s love with all people in our community. 
 
Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth. 

 FEBRUARY 2010 



 
 
 

“Who? Me? An evangelist?!”  
A New Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall, lead by Pastor Hass, beginning on January 10th, 
2010 
Do you believe what the Bible says? Of course you do! Well, it says that God desires to use 
you to reach others with the saving message of the Gospel. It is essential that the Gospel be 
proclaimed. The only true hope human beings have is in Jesus Christ. For the business execu-
tive, the homemaker, the banker, the carpenter, the mechanic, the homeless person, the child 
that lives down your street, there is only one way to heaven. 
That means everyone needs to hear the Good News, everyone needs to be reconciled to God. 
There is no way that we can make it to God on our own. All are lost in sin. The well-dressed 
man driving his Mercedes and the alcoholic passed out on the street in tattered clothes each 
share the same problem: they are lost without Jesus Christ. If they each have heard and re-
jected the Gospel, they have only one major difference between their lives: the rich man will live 
a more comfortable life in this world before going on to an eternity in hell.  
So, what does that have to do with you? Glad you asked!  
Perhaps you are thinking, "Who, me? How I am going to tell someone about Jesus? I don’t 
know everything I need to know about the Bible or the teachings of the Church. Who is going to 
listen to me?" As a lay person this is one of my biggest worries, I shied away from witnessing to 
others because I felt that I didn’t know enough. We will together learn what God so willingly 
teaches, that it is not our knowledge or understanding that is going to bring others to Christ, it is 
His power alone that will bring them. The question for you and for me is this. Are we willing to 
tell others about Christ? 
Here is what we will be studying in a new Bible Class beginning on January 10th, 2010. For six 
weeks we will be answering the question: “Who? Me? An evangelist?!” Please join us in this 
time of fun, learning and joy filled connection to our Savior and His Great Commission. 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 



               
 
 
 
 
 
 
A group of college students, well established in their careers, were discussing their lives at a class reunion.   
They decided to visit their old university professor, now retired, who was always an inspiration to them.  Dur-
ing their visit, the conversation turned to complaints about the stress in their work, lives and relationships. 
 
The professor offered his guests a large pot of hot chocolate and an assortment of cups.  Some looked expen-
sive, some exquisite and some very plain looking.  When they had all chosen their cup, the professor shared 
his thoughts…  
 
“Notice that all the nice looking cups were taken, leaving behind the plain & cheap ones.  While it is normal 
for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems and stress. 
 
The cup that you are drinking from adds nothing to the quality of the hot chocolate.  In most cases, it is just 
more expensive and in some cases even hides what we drink.  What each of you wanted was the hot choco-
late.  You did not want the cup...but you consciously chose the best cups.  And soon, you began to eye each 
other’s cups.  Now, friends, consider this… 
 
Life is the hot chocolate!  Your job, money, position in society, etc. are the cups.  They are just the tools to 
hold and contain life.  The cup you have, does not define, nor does it change the quality of life which you are 
living. 
 
Sometimes, by concentrating only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the hot chocolate of life that God has provided 
us.  Always remember that God brews the hot chocolate, He does not choose the cup.” 
 
 
                                           ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

The happiest people don’t have the best of everything - 
They just make the best of everything that they have. 

 
 Live Simply… 

      Live generously… 
Care deeply… 

  Speak kindly… 
 

           
 
                                                                                                       The Stewardship Board 

THE WISDOM OF HOT CHOCOLATE 



 
 

SWAP NEWS 
(Stamped With A Prayer) 

 
            The SWAP mission group has been so blessed!  We have recently added a THIRD branch to our 
mission group! 
            Our first branch is working with the Boys and Girls Club each month during the school year.  
Through this project some of the children have been attending our Parents Night Out program.  The second 
branch of our group is making cards to sell to raise funds for various mission projects (listed below). 
            We are now expanding to our third branch—working with residents at Brookfield Assisted Living 
to make cards.  The cards will be the same as we do for the Boys and Girls Club.  Each card will have a la-
bel on the back with our church information as well as a scripture.  The resident can keep their card to give 
to whomever they wish.  We hope we will be able to visit with the residents as we help them make their 
cards and share our faith with them.  We are very excited about this new branch of our group! 
            In addition to adding a new branch, we are also excited about periodic service projects.  So far we 
have made cards for use by the troops overseas and sent cards out with Meals On Wheels.  We are looking 
forward to more one-time service projects and will keep you apprised when they will take place. 
            Since our group was formed in fall, 2007, we have donated nearly $3,500 to various missions.  We 
have contributed to the Boys and Girls Club (&650), Heifer Project ($1,430), Time for Christ, Inc. ($500), 
Shop With A Cop ($500) and Ysleta Mission project materials ($400). 
            SWAP has become a vital mission project of our congregation.  It takes many hands to help make 
cards for sale, make cards for the special projects, prepare cards for sale, sell the cards and be present to 
help at the Boys and Girls Club and now at Brookfield Assisted Living.  If you can make cards (or want to 
learn how), enjoy crafts, or might be able to help in other ways, please give us a call and become part of 
this wonderful group!  We have wonderful fellowship as we brighten the days for others. 
            In January we sold 60 cards ($150) to help spread God’s love through our mission.  The materials 
are funded through the Outreach Committee, so 100% of the money from our sales goes to missions.  We 
have a Bible verse on the  back of each card to also spread God’s Word as well as Bella Vista Lutheran 
Church. 
            Pam Benson also presented $400 to Ivan Hirsch for project materials for the Ysleta Mission in 
January.  Our next project will be to buy 50 duffel bags for the NW Arkansas Children’s Shelter.  It means 
a lot  to a child to have their own bag to store the few items they own to take it with them when they leave 
the shelter.  SWAP will make cards to place in each bag telling them Jesus loves them. 
            Our January work day was also spent making 30 cards for our church delivery of Meals on Wheels.  
A calling card with all the information about our church was included.  They can use the card to send to 
someone else if they wish. 
            In February we will add Brookfield Assisted Living to our outreach.  We will go there at 1:15 on 
the first Tuesday of February, April, June, August and October.  We will finish there in time to go to the 
Boys and Girls Club as usual.  We are very excited about this additional endeavor! 
            We welcome anyone desiring to work with us in these wonderful programs.  We need all kinds of 
help and would love to have you join us!  It is truly a joyous way to serve our Lord!   
            If you have questions, can help, have suggestions or want to be on our email list, please contact 
Pam Benson, Helen Weeks or Nona Sperry for details. 
 
 



 

Capt. Jeffrey Nelson—son of Jane Fulkerson 
MSgt. Matt Miltz-grandson of Vern Miltz 
S.Sgt. Joshua Bragg-grandson of Shirley Wiemers 
S,Sgt. Jennifer  Fox Bragg-granddaughter of 
                                           Shirley Wiemers 
Capt. Barry Zinke -nephew of Gary & Peggy Nelson 
Major Jeffrey Knudson-nephew of Jerry & Alice 
                                          Lundwall 
SSgt. Ryan Matthew Duncan-grandson of Frank 
                                                & Nancy Priboth 
Lt. Tim Woolery -grandson of Charles & Norma 
                             Woolery 
AN USN Jeremy Dellinger-grandson of Art & 
                                            Bonnie Quednow 
PFC. David Williams-grandson of John & Sharon 
                                    Longnecker 
PFC. Ross Karels-nephew of Peggy Karels 
LCPL Michael Hirsch -grandson of Ivan & Millie Hirsch 
PFC. Nathaniel Hansen-grandson of Roy & Connie 
                                          Knafla      
Gen.  Michelle D. Johnson, USAF—sister of Deb Roesener 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINE IS THE 15TH OF THE 
MONTH. 
 
E MAIL ULA at ulab@cox.net  
 
CHURCH    bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 

Coleen Gast has donated the Book Mary 
Written by Janis Cooke Newman which is 
a novel about Mary—Mrs Abe Lincoln 
 
F NEW 
 
            Also new this month 
F MIL  A Creed Country Christmas 
             by Linda Miller 

TO REQUEST A PRAYER...OR  
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
PRAYER CHAIN…. 
 
CALL ALETHA DAMMANN  855-6739 
 
CALL CHURCH OFFICE TO BE PUT 
ON THE E MAIL PRAYER CHAIN 
LIST 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION  
SERVICE FEBRUARY , 17TH 
                        7 PM  
 
 LENTEN SERVICES WILL BE 
HELD EACH WEDNESDAY  
UNTIL HOLY WEEK .—7 PM 



 
The “Shepherd’s Voice is now on our Web site. 
www.bvlutheran.com each month.  Please consider 
receiving the newsletter each month over the inter-
net.  Let us know if you wish to view the newsletter 
on our WEB SITE OR IN YOUR MAILBOX.  It 
will save some trees by using the Web site,  it is up 
to you, just let us know. 
            Email Ula at    ulab@cox.net  
            Church       bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
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 African-American History Month 
 Boy Scout Sunday, February 7, 2010 
 Transfiguration of the Lord, February 14, 2010 
 Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2010 
 Presidents’ Day, February 15, 2010 
 Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010 
 First Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2010 
 Second Sunday in Lent, February 28, 2010 

 

What did Jesus say his earthly mission was all 
about? Choose the correct answer from the list 
below: 
 
A. Doing his own will 
B. Doing God’s will 
C. Doing the will of the people 
D. All of the above 
 
Answer: B (See John 5:30.) 
 

LWML QUILTING  
 

WED. 2/10TH & 24TH 8:30—NOON 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

 
 

MEET & GREET 
PATRICK & NITA McKELVEY 
75 Islay Drive, Bella Vista, 72715 

Phone 479-876-7149 
 

The McKelveys have lived in several different states… 
New Mexico, Texas, Virginia, California, where Nita was  
born and Ohio where Patrick was born. 
 
Patrick was in Public Relations & Nita was a Travel  
Consultant & former Real Estate sales person.  Pat is now  
a Pet & House Sitter. They have 3 children, 5 grandchildren  
and 1 great granddaughter. 
 
Pat & Nita both have interests in Traveling, Reading, 
Writing, Politics and Nita also enjoys playing Bridge. 
 
Their thoughts on moving to Bella Vista… Delightful  
atmosphere, much different from anywhere they  
previously have lived. 
 
Welcome to Bella Vista Lutheran Church, glad to have  
you at BVL Church!! 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
We thank our members for their continued support of food, funds and help for The Shep-
herd’s Food Pantry. 
 
As of January 15th we have furnished emergency food items for 46 individuals.  It has been a 
slow start, but Friday, January 15 we saw a good increase in needs to fill.  So we feel the 
word is getting out. 
 
We have two offers from churches to collect food for the pantry on their rotating list of food 
drives in support of the area pantries.  As you contact people in your daily errands keep an 
ear open for donation opportunities and let us know or have them  call the church to speak to 
Kay. 
 
If you are looking for a great and rewarding ministry to volunteer sometime give us a try. 
We can use baggers from 9 -10.  If you would like to stay from 10-1, we could use you to help 
with additional bags as needed.  Some of our volunteers have taken on one Friday a month or  
sign up for when they are available.  Contact Diana Wickboldt for any questions or to volun-
teer,  855-9202. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Lutheran Laymen’s League is holding its 2010 Mid-South District Convention 
in Little Rock, Arkansas on February 26-27. 
 
All members are invited to attend.  For more information call Ken Meyer at 855-9055. 



 

Outreach Team Congregation Update 
January 20, 2010 

 
The purpose of the Outreach Team is to take the Word of God to our local  
community through evangelistic efforts and hands-on mission work.  We have 
budget and/or direct responsibility for S.W.A.T., L.W.M.L., Lutheran Hour  
Ministry, Meals on Wheels, Andrew Callers, Helping Hands, assimilation and 
community outreach.  Some of the projects that are being done or planned this  
year include: 
 
          Congregation DVD and Brochure. 
          These will cover all the congregation worship services and activities 
          and will be given to first-time visitors and others who may have an 
          interest in our church. 
 
          Dr. Paul Maier Seminar 
          This seminar will be held at the church on Saturday, April 17th and 
          will be a study of the comparison between Islam and Christianity.  It 
          will be free to the public and we will make a strong effort to have the 
          congregation invite neighbors and friends to attend. 
 
          Wii Tournaments. 
          This tournament will be organized to attract grade school and Junior 
          High School students to participate.  Plans are being made to conduct 
          two or three tournaments this year, the first being held in May. 
 
          Second Annual Rummage Sale 
          It is undecided as of now whether to conduct another Rummage Sale.  If 
          we do, it  would probably be held in September. 
 
          Shepherds Food Pantry. 
          This was started in December, 2009 and is held each Friday at the 
          church.  It started off slow but has picked up momentum in January.  On 
          Friday, January 15th we served six families with a total of sixteen people 
          in the families. 
 
          Back-Pack Food Program. 
          This is the third year  we have hosted this program for needy children 
          who attend the Bella Vista Elementary School.  Each week we provide 
          a packet of selected food items for up to 50 children. 
 
Outreach Team:  Howard Harlson, Ted Bruch, Rick Eggert, Kay Gaudian,  
Clarise Gnuse, John Hughes, Bob Miskimen, Bill Powell, Lorna Sperl. 
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Fan into Flame: A Blessing to Christ Lutheran Church  
in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

by Vicar Terry Held 
 

In March 2008, Faith Lutheran Church in Bentonville, AR established a preaching station in Siloam Springs, AR. 
The small gathering of people numbered only twelve and met in a donated space in a local restaurant on Sunday 
evenings. The mission was established under the premise that it would have to pay its own way and grow numeri-
cally. The hope was that it would become a self-supporting Missouri Synod Lutheran church. The new church 
plant continued to grow, paid its own way and moved to a small chapel in another church, where it began to pay 
rent for the one night a week it met. 
Faith Lutheran Church in Bentonville became an Ablaze! Covenant Congregation in the fall of 2008. The Siloam 
mission applied for an Ablaze! grant, completing a One Plan document according to the requirements of the 
Ablaze! program. The mission at Siloam Springs at that time had grown to approximately 30 people, averaging 20 
people in a weekly worship service 

The One Plan for Christ Lutheran Church in Siloam Springs was 
approved for $50,000 in the spring of 2009. The accompanying 
grant was received in four equal payments. The funding from Fan 
into Flame allowed the mission at Siloam to move into its own 
rented facility. 
This proved to be the catalyst for growth and ministry impact in the 
community. Because of the funding from Fan into Flame to this 
new mission start (now known as Christ Lutheran Church) has 
been steadily growing. Since opening the new facility, it is averag-
ing 30 people in worship per week and has ministry being con-
ducted at or from the new facility four days per week. To date, 
eleven adults and children have been added to Christ’s kingdom 
through baptism. 

The year 2010 should prove to be a time of great growth and impact in Siloam Springs because of the Ablaze! move-
ment’s support for new mission starts such as Christ Lutheran Church.  

 
 
Christ Lutheran Church has begun looking for a new facility that will double its size and is currently also search-
ing for a youth minister for our growing base of children and youth in attendance.  Without the Fan into Flame  
Funding. Christ Lutheran Church would most likely not have developed into a growing worshiping community 

LENTEN SUPPERS 
The season of Lent will soon be here—Wednesday, February 17th.  As in the past with every- 
one’s help, we will plan supper for all of the congregation.  We are promoting a menu of soup, 
sandwiches and dessert.  An information sheet is at the Kiosk.  So as a group, choose your mis-
sion that will benefit from the free will offering.  Please sign up for the date to serve and have 
fun serving in this way.                - FELLOWSHIP TEAM -         
Shirley Swenson, Muriel Albers, June Hanson, Mary Meyhofer, Irma Miesbach, Deb Roesener 
& Leighann Suurmeyer 



MEET AND GREET 
RICHARD & KIM HERUSKA 

57 CLEVELYS LANE—PHONE 817-408-5890 
 

The Heruska’s  are new members.  Richard came originally from Texas & Kim is 
from Arkansas. 
They have 6 children & 5 grandchildren.  Richard was from National TLM Sales 
and Kim is a Respiratory Therapist. 
 
Their hobbies and interests are reading, youth, pets & also grandchildren.  They love 
it here and want to learn more about it!  Welcome to Bella Vista Lutheran Church. 

 

Greetings Everyone! 
  
The Weekly Lessons used during the worship service are being offered to all 
small groups. At one time BVLC offered a class on the lessons before the 
service; this is no long available so Pastor is offering any group that would 
like to study the lessons this opportunity . Each Monday you will receive via 
e-mail a set of questions written by Pastor; the questions will be for the previ-
ous day (Sunday).  
 
I know most of the groups do not meet weekly so use the ones that work for 
you. You are NOT required to use this study; we just want to make it avail-
able to those that do. If you definitely do not want them please let me know 
otherwise you will get them. This will start Monday, January 25.  
Please call me if you have any concerns or questions.  
 
God Bless You!  
Sue Odell  



HELPING HANDS  
FEBRUARY 2010 NEWS 

 
As we all look forward to spring time in Arkansas 

 
life can be more gentle on our clients. We were able to 

  
help so many with utilities payments especially 

 
during the bitter cold days we had. But spring is around the  

 
corner and we have changed the store around to give it a 

 
different look. I think you will like it. 

  
We were able to serve almost 50,000 people last year 

 
with thanks and gratitude to so many of you and the community 

 
for your generous donations 

 
If you would be interested in volunteering at the store 

Please call Clarice Gnuse or Nancy Manos 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 
 Marie Herr               2/02 
Rev. Paul Hass          2/03 
Kim Heruska             2/03 
Carl Favre                 2/04 
Bob Mierendorf        2/04 
Alan Gustaf               2/05 
Adam Schweizer       2/05 
Jean McGee              2/07 
Pat Eckart                 2/08 
Kathy Wilkins           2/09 
Patrick McKelvey     2/10 
Dick Hise                   2/11 
Tom Pyatt                 2/12 
John Lear                  2/14 
Charles Woolery       2/15 
Helen Gatchel           2/16 
Jan Barnoski             2/17 
Ted Bruch                 2/19 
Arlo Miesbach          2/19 
Rachel Sanford         2/19 
Pat Pape                    2/20 
Krystal Schmidt       2/20 
Muriel Albers           2/21 
Vern Miltz                 2/23 
Marion Martin         2/26 
Jim Breen                  2/27 
Emily Holly               2/27 
Terri Knipfel             2/27 
Marian Ritter           2/27 
Diane Womack         2/27 
Jim Searls                  2/28 
Lois Sullivan             2/29     
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL ANNNIVERSARIES  
 
30th ANNIVERSARY  
Bob & Jane Fulkerson         2/08 
 
10th ANNIVERSARY 
Lewis & Diana Watts           2/19 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
John & June Lear                             2/01 
Walt & Dearl Graupner                   2/02 
Larry & Dee Roseke                         2/03   
Ed & Joan Axel                                 2/07 
Bob & Bonnie Whiting                     2/09 
Glenn & Diana Wickboldt               2/09 
Arlo & Irma Miesbach                     2/10 
Arlin & Edna Carter                        2/11 
Jerry & Sue Odell                             2/14 
Bob & Elda Wenzel                          2/14 
Wayne & Doris Mentink                  2/22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FEBRUARY BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
Delmar Aastrup                                2/01 
Shirley Wiemers                                2/01 
Bonnie Quednow                               2/03 
Caroline Davis                                   2/04 
Pam Aastrup                                     2/10 
Dan Peters                                         2/12 
Andrew Gaudian                              2/16 
Melvin Sorenson                               2/17 
Gerald Rath                                       2/19 
Kathy Anderson                                2/21 
Barbara Hartwig                              2/21 
Shirley Peshek                                   2/23 
Helen Gatchel                                    2/24 
Mavis Meyer                                      2/24 
Bill Scholten                                      2/26 
Vern Miltz                                         2/28 
Frank Priboth                                   2/28 
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              Advent prepares us for Christ’s birth; Lent prepares us for the glorious act of Christ’s resur-
rection. Churches have special services during the weeks of Lent, but it’s what each of us does re-
garding our spiritual life that makes Lent most meaningful. 
            Lent is a good time to read, study and inwardly digest the four gospels. (The word gospel 
means “good news.”) 
            A college student decided to work his way through Matthew, Mark, Luke and John for his 
Lenten devotional time. Soon he was fascinated by the stories, such as the Pharisees and Sadducees 
trying to trap Jesus in debate. The brilliant Jesus handled every occasion with wisdom, leaving the 


