
 

 
               BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                         1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
                        BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 

 
                        PHONE: 479-855-0272     
                        E MAIL:  bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
                                    FAX:  479-876-6097 
                        PASTOR:   PAUL HASS     CELL PHONE:   (479)685-2416       

                                                                        WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 
 
                                                            SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES :  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 
                                                            CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR:  9:45  A.M. 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 
FRIDAY—8 am.—NOON 

T
H

E
 L

U
T

H
E

R
A

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
—

M
IS

S
O

U
R

I S
Y

N
O

D
 

B
E

LL
A

 V
IS

T
A

 L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 

�

���
���

���
	�


��

��

 

 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF BELLA VISTA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Out of thankfulness for God’s love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed by His 
Grace both past and present, we are compelled, with all our strength and  
Tireless effort, to share God’s love with all people in our community. 
 
Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth. 

DECEMBER 2009 



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
            As we prepare for the celebration of our Lord’s birth some interesting questions lurk in the re-
cesses of our minds.  Below you will find a little Christmas Quiz to help us focus our minds on the incar-
nation, the coming of Immanuel, God with us.  You will find the answers to these questions  
in…yes, you guessed it, what the Bible tells us.  Be prepared though, the Bible might have a different an-
swer than our culture, or your memory, might have.  I pray you have a Blessed Christmas celebrating the 
birth of our Savior and happy Bible reading! 
            In Christ, 
           Pastor Hass  
            1)  As long as Christmas has been celebrated, it has always been on December 25th?  (T or F) 
            2)  Joseph was From: 
                        a. Bethlehem 
                        b. Jerusalem 
                        c. Nazareth 
                        d.  Egypt 
                        e.  Minnesota 
            3)  How did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem: 
                        a.  Camel 
                        b.  Donkey 
                        c. VW Microbus 
                        d.  Mary rode a donkey and Joseph walked 
                        e.  Who knows? 
            4)  Mary and Joseph were married when Mary became pregnant.  (T or F) 
            5)  Mary and Joseph were married when Jesus was born.  (T or F) 
            6)  Mary was a virgin when she delivered Jesus.  (T or F) 
            7)  What did the innkeeper tell Joseph and Mary? 
                        a.  There is no room for you in the inn. 
                        b.  I have a stable you can use. 
                        c.  Come back after the Christmas rush, then I’ll have some vacancies. 
                        d.  A and B 
                        e. None of the above  
            8)  Jesus was delivered in a: 
                        a.  Stable 
                        b.  Manger 
                        c.  Cave 
                        d. Barn 
                        e.  747 
                        f.  Unknown 
            9)  A manger is a: 
                        a.  Stable for domesticated animals 
                        b.  Wooden hay storage bin 
                        c.  Feeding trough 
                        d.  Barn         
 
Continued next page  



              10)  Which animals does the Bible say were present at Jesus’ birth: 
                        a.  Cows, sheep and goats 
                        b.  Cows, donkeys and sheep 
                        c.  Sheep and goats only 
                        d.  Lions, tigers and bears 
                        e.  Miscellaneous barnyard animals 
                        f.  None of the above 
            11)  When Joseph and Mary found out Mary was pregnant: 
                        a.  They got married 
                        b.  Joseph wanted to break their engagement 
                        c.  An angel told them to go to Bethlehem 
                        d.  Mary left town for three months 
                        e.  Both a and c 
                        f.  Both b and d 
            12)  What signs were the shepherds to look for? 
                        a.  “This way to Baby Jesus” 
                        b.  A star over Bethlehem 
                        c.  A baby that does not cry 
                        d.  A baby in a stable 
                        e.  A house with a Christmas Tree 
                        f.  None of the above 
            13)  How many angels spoke to the shepherds? 
                        a.  1 
                        b.  3 
                        c.  A multitude  
                        d.  None of the above 
            14)  What did the angels sing: 
                        a.  “Joy to the World” 
                        b. “Alleluia” 
                        c.  “Unto us  a child is born, unto us a son is given” 
                        d.  “Glory to God in the highest” 
                        e.  “Glory to the newborn King” 
            15)  What is a “Heavenly Host”? 
                        a.  The angel at the gate to heaven 
                        b.  An angel who invites people into heaven 
                        c.  An angel that serves drinks in heaven 
                        d.  An angel choir 
                        e.  An angel army 
                        f.  None of the above 
            16)  There was snow that 1st Christmas: 
                        a. Only in Bethlehem 
                        b.  All over Israel 
                        c.  Nowhere in Israel 
                        d.  Somewhere in Israel 
                        e.  Mary and Joseph only dreamed of a white Christmas 
            17)  The baby Jesus cried: 
                        a.  When a doctor slapped his behind 
                        b.  When the little drummer boy played for him 
                        c.  Just like other babies 
                        d.  He never cried 
Continued next page 



����� ����������	
����
�	
��

���
����� ����� ����������	��
�������
����� ����� ����������	��
���������
����� ����� ����������	��
�����	��
����� ����� ��������

����
����� ����������	
��������
����� ����� �����
���
	���
������������
����� ����� ��������	
��
����� ����� ������	����
���	
�������	
��������������� �	���
����� ����� ���������
�� �����	�
�
����� !"���#�$���
��$	
����
���������
���%�
�
��&&&& &&&&&&&&&�
����� !���� ��������
�'$	
����
(�����������
����� ����� ����)���������������
����� ����� �����
��������
�
����� ����� ����'����
(�
����� ����� ����*	
�
�
����� !!���+���$	
����
����
��%�
�
�	
��,�
����� ����� ����-�
����
����� ����� �����������
����� ����� ����#��
��
����� ����� ����#��	����.

�
����� ����� ����/���������
����� !0���+����	
��-�
�
�������	
�%���
����,�
����� ����� ����+��	
�����*	
��#�����������%�
�
�
����� ����� ����+���	
������$�����%�
�
�$�
�
����� ����� ����������
�
����� ����� ����+���������
�
�
�����%�
�
�
����� ����� ����+���
������������
����
����� !1������������-�����
��%�
����������2��������, �
����� ����� �����
��
����
����� ����� ����-���3
��������
����� ����� ����#�����
����� ����� ����4��
�������
��
�
����� ����� �������5�
��������/�����
����� ����� ����6���
��
����� !7���%�
������������������%�
�
����)����,�
����� ����� ����+��
��$��	�����������	�
�
����� ����� ����+���������	������$	
�������8�������
����� ����� ����+�������5���
����� ����� ����+�������	��	
�����
�����������
������ ��6	���9	 ���
����� ����� ����2����
�������������������	��
����� ����� ����6�
������������ ��
����� !:���.
�$�	���������������$	
�����$���	
������ 4��	
���
�
�����	
�
����� ����� ����������	
�������

$��
�������
��;��
�	 �

,�
����� ����� ����-�����$�
����� ����� ����-����� �
����� ����� ����<����
����� ����� ����%��
�
����� ����� ������������������ ��
�



 

Capt. Jeffrey Nelson—son of Jane Fulkerson 
MSgt. Matt Miltz-grandson of Vern Miltz 
S.Sgt. Joshua Bragg-grandson of Shirley Wiemers 
S,Sgt. Jennifer  Fox Bragg-granddaughter of 
                                           Shirley Wiemers 
Capt. Barry Zinke-nephew of Gary & Peggy Nelson 
Major Jeffrey Knudson-nephew of Jerry & Alice 
                                                        Lundwall 
1st Lt. Laura Karstensen-daughter of Dick Lubeck’s 
                                                           cousin 
SSgt. Ryan Matthew Duncan-grandson of Frank 
                                                & Nancy Priboth 
Lt. Tim Woolery-grandson of Charles & Norma 
                             Woolery 
AN USN Jeremy Dellinger-grandson of Art & 
                                            Bonnie Quednow 
PFC. David Williams-grandson of John & Sharon 
                                    Longnecker 
PFC. Ross Karels-nephew of Peggy Karels 
LCPL Michael Hirsch-grandson of Ivan & Millie Hirsch 
PFC. Nathaniel Hansen-grandson of Roy & Connie 
                                       Knafla 
Tech. Sgt. Christian Schweitzer,-Kuwait-grandson in-law 
                                                     Rev. Robert Miskimen 
 

 
CALL  ALETHA DAMMANN  855-6739 
TO REQUEST  A PRAYER . ….. Or t o be  
Added to the prayer chain.  
For E mail prayer chain call the church office 
at 855-0272 

DEADLINE IS THE 15TH OF THE 
MONTH. 
 
E MAIL ULA at ulab@cox.net  
 
CHURCH    bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 

 
J  One Hundred Bible Stories  published 
CPH  by  Concordia Publishing Co. for 
8—12 Years old is now in the Childrens 
section. 
 
Carol Conrad has donated books 8 & 9 of 
the Elm Creek Quilts Novel series.. 
 F        The Quilter’s Homecoming  and  
 CHI   The Lost Quilter both by Jennifer  
            Chiaverini 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
2 Self Help Books by Joyce Meyer have 
Been donated also. 
248.4  100 Ways to Simplify Your Life 
MEY   Look Great   Feel Great 
 
Stephen Ministry has donated a book on 
How to Relate to Those who are Suffering 
 
 Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart 
HAU by Kenneth C Haugk, Ph.D. 
 
DVD  We have a DVD for children 
THO  Thomas & Friends 
 
F         My Sister’s Keeper 
PIC     by Jodi Picoult 



 
The “Shepherd’s Voice is now on our Web site. 
www.bvlutheran.com each month.  Please consider 
receiving the newsletter each month over the inter-
net.  Let us know if you wish to view the newsletter 
on our Web site.  It will save some trees by using the 
Web site,  it is up to you, just let us know. 
            Email Ula at    ulab@cox.net  
 
            Deb at              debandnorm@aol.com 
 
            Church            bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        LWML QUILTING DAYS  
WEDNESDAY   DECEMBER  9 th 
WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  16th  
                        8:30 a.m.—12 NOON 
        Everyone Welcome to participate 

���������	  

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2009 
Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2009 
 Fourth Sunday of Lent, December 20, 2009 
Christmas Eve, December 24,2009 
 Christmas Day, December 25, 2009 
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 
2009   
 

 

Only one of the four gospels has the story of King 
Herod being fearful when he learned from the wise 
men that a special baby had been born. The wise men 
asked, “Where is the child who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” Shocked and threat-
ened by their query, Herod pretended to want to pay 
his respects to the newborn himself. He asked the wise 
men to return and tell him where the child was. Then 
he ordered his soldiers to kill every male child age 2 
and under. That ancient holocaust is often called the 
Slaughter of the Innocents, or the Massacre of the In-
fants.  
 
            Which gospel contains the shocking story?  
 
            A. Matthew  
            B. Mark  
            C. Luke  
            D. John  
 
A (See chapter 2.) 

 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT SERVICES 
12/2—12/9—12/16          7 P.M. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

THURSDAY 12/24TH     7 P.M. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
FRIDAY  12/25TH        10 A.M. 

 
NEW YEARS EVE 

THURSDAY 12/31 ST  7 P.M. 
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SHOES FOR MEXICO 
 

Once again we will be collecting tennis shoes for Mex-
ico during November and December.  As you no doubt 
remember, these shoes are given primarily to the peo-
ple who live at the dump and glean from it for a living.  
Having thick soles between their feet and the debris is 
definitely a health issue. 
 
Please put the shoes into a bag and deposit them in the 
box marked “Shoes for Mexico” in the cupboard by 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Thank you for all for your continuing contribution to 
this mission.  Your old tennis shoes DO “make a differ-
ence”. 
 
Blessings, Ted and Ruth Bruch 

 

Join the Fun!  Play Pickleball! 
 

Place:  Metfield Recreation Center—Pickleball courts 
(Courts located near swimming pool). 

Date: Play every Sunday if weather permits  (40° F  plus; no rain) 
Time:  2:00 PM—4:00 PM. 

 
 

Families, beginners and players of all levels are welcome. 
Instructions, paddles and balls are provided at no cost to participants. 
This event is sponsored by Bella Vista Lutheran Church with the assistance 
of the Bella Vista Pickleball Club. 
 
Bella Vista Pickleball club men play every morning on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday @ Metfield courts.  (Weather permitting) 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Leroy Millard @ 855-1266 or Helmut Sperl @ 855-6586. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Pam Benson 
9 Cullen Hills Lane 
Bella Vista, AR 72715 
10-26-09 
 
Dear Mrs. Benson 
 
My name is Harry H. Stephens. MD.  I am the medical director of Time for Christ Mexico Ministries.  We 
have been sponsoring short term medical mission caravans to Mexico for 39 years.  Our aim is to attract peo-
ple with medical needs and while we care for them medically we try to minister to them spiritually also.  Our 
message is what we believe the Bible teaches about the new birth.  We are all sinners and need a Savior.  Je-
sus Christ came to this earth to pay the price for our sins and thus by accepting Him as our Savior and Lord 
we are born again.  We are assured not only of  life abundant here on earth but eternity in heaven with Him.  
What a glorious message He gives us to share with people.  Our caravans are comprised of people from all 
over the U.S. plus a contingency of medical personal, missionaries and pastors from Mexico who join us.  
We have a wonderful time and the Lord has seen fit to save several thousand during our 39 years of ministry. 
 
As you have probably heard the Mexican government no longer allows us to bring sample medicines across 
the border so we must purchase everything we take into Mexico.  This is fairly substantial since we minister 
to approximately 2,000 patients each caravan. 
 
I want to thank you greatly for your generous $500 contribution which we will use toward buying medicines 
for our upcoming trip in December.  Please pray for us!!! 
 
Yours in His service 

�����������	
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P.S.  If any of you would like to accompany us on a Caravan we would be delighted to have you. 
        Rick Eggert can give you all the details—HHS 
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SWAP Service Project! 
 
On Wednesday, January 6, from 9:30—3:00 we invite anyone who has ever stamped—or is interested in learning to 
stamp— to join us in the fellowship hall for a service project.  January is the month for BVLC to deliver Meals on Wheels 
and we are going to make cards to go out with the meals.  This is a great opportunity for those of you who have expressed 
an interest in making cards but don’t want to make them for our sale cards!  Supplies are provided and you can come any-
time during the day and stay as long as you wish to work.  Join the fun and fellowship as we create some smiles to be deliv-
ered with the meals! 
 
Contact Pam Benson, Nona Sperry or Helen Weeks with questions. 



ENGELBRECHT FAMILY                          SEPTEMB ER-OCTOBER 2009 
 

Hanoi 
Road to Mandalay 

 

Hanoi School 
Well, I wanted to be able to 
announce the granting of our 
permission papers for the new 
school, but all I can say is that 
we are CLOSER, CLOSER. 
Pictured is the team of 
lawyers and leaders who are 
trying their hardest to get the 
papers through all the 
government hoops. There are at 
least four ways in which this 
school will create a precedent in 
Vietnam, and we all know that 
most officials everywhere are 
Reluctant to put their names on 
such a project easily. However, we 
have heard that it will be a 
‘go’ and all we can do is continue 
to pray and produce the 
 
 
 
 
 

seemingly endless paperwork 
that is required. Thanks, Al and 
Steve! God bless you! 

Mandalay was only half way 
from Yangon to Tahan, where 
this picture was taken, but we 
hope it will be the place where we 
will train the men pictured here in 
Lutheran doctrine and practice. 
Being the midpoint between the 
homeland of these new Luther-
ans of the Mizo tribe and the ‘big 
city’ where many have gone to 
find employment and access to  
the greater world it is a better  
meeting place for us, too, 

 as getting to Tahan can be quite 
a process, as it was for me to get 
this picture - 12 hours on dirt 
roads which get muddy and near 
impassible in the rain. Pray for 
good weather as these men 
make the trip down, starting this 
November. 

Part of our jobs out here is to work ourselves out 
of a job, and I was both pleased and saddened to turn 
over my position on the Board of our NGO in 
Thailand to both local Thai and local missionary 
personnel. The Concordia Welfare and Education 
Foundation in Thailand (CWEFT) will continue to 
do its important work in several areas and ministries 

in Thailand without my presence, but not without 
my thoughts and prayers! May God continue to bless 
this ministry and lead it from strength to strength. 
More soon. Keep us in your prayers, too - we need 
them so!  
Ted and all here.  



                                                     
                                                            
 

          Ysleta Lutheran Mission supports year-round ministry in El Paso and at       
          mission sites in several of the poorest communities throughout northern Mexico.                     
         . 
          Servants come to YLM as support to the ministries that occur there 
          and work on projects related to mission maintenance, human care,  
          education and evangelism. 
          
         Servant Events provide extra helping hands in meeting the basic needs  
         of these people while showing them God’s love.  A Servant Event  

   Mission Group, from Bella Vista Lutheran Church, will go to YLM the 
   first   week in February, 2010. (see below) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
These groups improved or expanded 6 homes, built 4 new homes in Juarez, 
 painted San Lucas Mission in Anapra, saw 611 patients in medical clinics, did  
evangelism in Juarz, repaired the dorm roof at YLM and helped clean up many  
flood damaged homes in Sparks. 
 
The mission needs the help of many to survive. YLM Pastor Heimer wishes to 
 thank everyone who helped during this financial crisis.  He says, “We welcome 
 Your continued partnership in all that God is doing through us.  Please keep us in  
your prayers. 
 

 
 

Our BVLC Servant Event Mission Team is scheduled to  leave January 30 and return February 6.  For 
those interested in joining us, see the “sign up” s heet at the Kiosk. 

There will be an informational meeting in Classroom  B on December 4 at 7:00 pm. 
 
 

Ron & Kay Gaudian   -  Ivan &  Millie Hirsch 
 

For more information about YLM, log on at www.ylm.org 
 

 
What has been going on at Ysleta?  In spite of the H1N1 flu and the cart el violence, 
God has richly blessed the efforts at El Paso.  According to the last Board Report 
(Jan.-May), thirteen groups or 146 volunteers taught 463 children and adults at VBS. 

 Y—you 
 S—show 
 L—love 
 E—eternal 
 T—to 
 A—all 

�

 

   MEALS ON WHEELS NOTICE     
 
 

January is our month to again deliver MEALS ON WHEELS in the village.  The drivers  sign up  
Calendar is set up in the narthex.  Please sign your name and phone # on the day or days that you are willing to de-
liver meals.  We are not delivering meals on New Years Day and Martin Luther King Day.  We will also not deliver 
meals any day that the schools are closed because of inclement weather.  We hope to have the calendar filled so that 
we can complete the schedule before the Christmas holidays.  You will find this 1-2 hours very rewarding.  May God 
Bless you for your willingness to serve Him by serving others.  Thank you. 
 
Irma Miesbach 855-7923 or Muriel Albers 855-9781. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Harlene Meyer                      12/01 
Judy Walker                          12/03 
Owen Conrad                        12/04 
Vera Fenner                          12/04 
Gerrie Onischuk                   12/04 
Art Quednow                         12/04 
Carl Knipfel                          12/05 
Marilyn Powell                      12/05 
Kathleen Dorn                       12/06 
Harriet Mueller                     12/06 
Cordell Schmidt                    12/07 
Carol Moldenhauer              12/08 
Sue Odell                                12/09 
Diana Watts                           12/09 
Eric Vogt                                12/11 
Lewis Watts                           12/14 
Delores Roseke                      12/15 
Gene Gnuse                           12/17 
Howard Harlson                   12/17 
Bev Hess                                 12/17 
Darlene Albers                      12/18 
Anastacia Davis                     12/18 
Liz Rice                                  12/18 
Cliff Dawson                          12/19 
Dick Lubeck                          12/19 
Sandra Kelley                        12/21 
Doris Mentink                       12/21 
Larry Reeves                         12/21 
Vern Gruhn                           12/23 
Mary Brauer                         12/24 
John Hughes                          12/25 
Larry Roseke                         12/25 
Aletha Dammann                  12/26 
Chuck Scherz                         12/27 
Mike Allen                             12/28 
Peggy Nelson                         12/30 
Beth Gaudian                         12/31 
Gary Nelson                           12/31 
Leighann Suumeyer              12/31                
 
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY 
       55 YEARS 
Wayne & Donna Koepp       12/11 
 
 
 
  

 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Mike & Linda Dwyer                       12/01 
Bill & Mary Brauer                         12/11 
Bill & Peggy Stuckenbroker           12/19 
Kent & Diane Candler                     12/20 
Jim & Jan Cash                                12/22 
Bill & Marilyn Powell                      12/23 
Bob & Curley Baehr                         12/26 
Bob & Patricia Eckart                     12/28 
Rod & Cathy Johnson                     12/30 
                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DECEMBER BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Nancy Shumway                               12/01 
Bonnie Whiting                                 12/07 
Jerry Lundwall                                 12/11 
Norma Woolery                                12/11 
Ken Meyer                                        12/16 
Fern Svehla                                       12/19 
Bob Baehr                                         12/20 
Art Quednow                                     12/22 
Bev Hess                                            12/25 
Harriet Mueller                                12/28 
Dick Lubeck                                      12/29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Stewardship Board—December, 2009 

 
Christmas Thoughts 

 
 
During this joyful Christmas season we have many opportunities to show our love 
for God by showing love to all the neighbors He has placed around us, especially 
those who have special needs of body, soul and spirit.  May God help us to use our 
gifts of time, talents, skills and financial resources to His glory for the welfare of 
those around us.  May He especially help us to be like the shepherds and spread the 
good news of salvation in Christ...may you enjoy a blessed Christmas. 
 

The Stewardship Board 

 
                                       KIDS + SNACKS =  HAPPINESS 

            A great big THANK YOU: 
 

to those who so faithfully help our Friday TLC group pack snacks for the needy children of Cooper 
Elementary School. 

 
to those who bring snacks to church and put them in our big box in the cupboard in Fellowship Hall. 
 
to those who are so generously contribute financially to buy snacks. 
 
A special thank you to Wayne Koeppe who delivers the snacks to Cooper School. 
 
So far, we have packed 454 bags (that’s 4,540 individual snacks) at a cost of approx. $2.60 a bag.  We 
give snacks to 44 children (expecting more as soon as papers are returned to the counselor).  The cost per 
week is around $114. 
 
If you would like to help us on certain Friday mornings (check weekly or monthly church calendar), you 
are most welcome. 
 
We are grateful that God has given us this opportunity to be His Hands, and we are truly blessed with so 
many helping angels. 
 
Friday 1:00 TLC group 
Dale/Shirley Emling, facilitators 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sharon Owens serves the Lord in Macau as the volunteer coordinator.  Her main 
responsibilities include providing leadership, vision and administration to the Eng-
lish center and outreach work, which assists the existing Lutheran Church-Hong 
Kong Synod congregation.  St. Paul's Lutheran Church, located in Macau.  She is 
also responsible for the orientation, training and supervision of long-and short 
term missionary English teachers and short-term teams who carry out the goals to 
plant seeds, love people to Christ and equip others to share that love. 
 
Macau, the Las Vegas of the Orient, is home to 550,000 local residents and 28,000 
immigrant contract workers all whom reside in an land area of less than 13 square 
miles.  Buddhism and ancestor worship are the major religions.  Macau is develop-
ing quickly as new casinos and hotels flood the city to keep up with the rapid tour-
ism growth. 
 
Born in Cudahy, Wis., Sharon’s home congregation is St. John Lutheran Church 
in Cudahy.  She previously served in campus ministry as director of International 
Student Ministry in the Nebraska District of the LCMS.  Sharon is a director of 
Christian education (DCE).  She enjoys fishing, camping, skiing and sewing. 
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