


Dear Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
            In the past several weeks a familiar Bible story has been gone from very troubling to me to becoming a 
comfort.  This is that place in the Bible (Genesis 22) where God calls Abraham to sacrifice of his son, Isaac.  In the 
past several months this story spoke to me in that stark clarity only the Holy Spirit can give.  I thought of my own 
Isaac and questioned why God would require this of Abraham.  But, after reading and re-reading the story, I be-
gan to wonder about something.  What if I may have misunderstood this too familiar story?  Rather than remem-
bering the Sunday School lessons I learned so long ago, another thought came into my mind.  Could it be that God 
demanded Abraham to sacrifice his son because Abraham had forgotten that Isaac was a gift? 
            Had Abraham forgotten that life is a gift, that every birth is a gift that is undeserved and that all things are 
here by the graciousness of God?  Could it be that Abraham became possessive of what, in fact, had always be-
longed only to Another, to God Himself and that Isaac was given to him out of sheer and limitless grace? 
            It struck me that my family here in Bella Vista, all those back in North Carolina and in our new family here 
in this congregation, exists in my life and in my heart, for exactly the same reason Isaac had come into Abraham’s 
life.  I have never deserved them for a single day.  Family members are not possessions to which you or I are enti-
tled, but a gift by which we have been utterly blessed.  They have taught us the truly important lessons of life:  how 
to love, how to care, how to invite in those needing to be loved and most importantly, how to believe.  You see our 
families love and our ability to care and include others, had its source outside of ourselves.  That source is our Sav-
ior, Jesus. 
            When life is seen as a gift and when a person lives life as a grace filled gift from Jesus Christ, the Risen 
Lord of Life, then I believe we can understand why God had in mind the test He gave to Abraham.  And God’s test 
of Abraham becomes a test for us as well. 
            When God came to dwell among His creation at the beginning, He put His children in the Garden of Eden, 
a place where abiding joy and happiness was the normal way things were.  Even there, evil found its way into the 
hearts of His children.  The next time God chose to come and dwell among His children, He found His children suf-
fering and without hope.  They had forgotten that life is a gift and that God is the Lord of Life. 
            The Lord of Life send us His Son, Jesus.  And Jesus comes and suffers with us.  He faces the fiercest forces 
of destruction our Enemy can hurl at Him: the death of a friend, the betrayal of friends, physical suffering and the 
desire to escape suffering.  On each occasion, Jesus rises to the challenge.  Finally, for us, Jesus accepts Satan’s fi-
nal blow: death itself!  Jesus embraces death at the same time He commends His spirit into the hands of His Fa-
ther: And then, three days later, the grave is empty!  The Risen Lord visits his disciples and His message is both 
profound and simple: Life is a gift and God will not allow His children to give up on life.  Rather, in Jesus Christ 
and in Him alone, God gives us everlasting life. 
            Many of your relatives and mine, already experience what we, as Christians trust and know; only we know 
it “through a glass darkly”.  Abraham knew and he had faith in the promises God had made.  The promise given 
to Abraham was of descendants too numerous to count through Isaac, but even more important was the promise of 
the coming Savior, Jesus. 
            Jesus knows suffering and He holds you and I as we suffer.  He lived and died and rose again in the knowl-
edge that His suffering is not without gain for us.  His story of suffering in hope is our word of encouragement as 
we walk that path.  The joy in living comes in knowing that all life is a gift, life in our physical bodies and life in all 
eternity, because of Jesus’ incredible sacrifice on the Cross.  Sustaining Joy comes when we know our life is a gift 
and the future is in the hands of God.  He alone is our hope and He alone holds our future. 
 
            In Christ, 

            Pastor Hass 
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15th of the month is our goal to be published that 
month. 
 
Email  Ula     at ulab@cox.net  
                      or 
Church office—bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F CHI #6 in the Elm Creek Quilters Novels has been do-
nated by Carol Conrad.  The Master Quilter written by Jen-
nifer Chiaverini 
 
F GEN Still Alice  has been donated by Muriel Albers writ-
ten by Lisa Genova—told by the author  of Alzheimer’s as  
she lived through it. 
 
Camilla Hass has given the following books: 
234.5 LAU The God of the Second Chance by Greg Laurie 
 
232.1 LUC God Came Near & No Wonder they Call Him      
232.96       the Savior both by Max Lucado 
200 STR     In the Mirror of Your Heart  Editor Donna  
                   Streufert 4  women relate their life experiences 
305.568 WHY The Yellow on the Broom by Betsy Whyte - 
              discrimination and prejudice in past years 
F HIG Whence Came a Prince by Liz Curtis Higgs   
              given by    Coleen Gast 
 
Trilogy   -Westward Chronicles by Tracie Peterson was 
given by Thelma Breen 
F PET A Shelter of Hope         #1 
            Hidden in  a Whisper  #2 
             A Veiled Reflection    # 3      Tracie has become a 
favorite novelist , particularly in the historical genre. 
 
Thank you everyone for adding to our church library.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL ALETHA  DAMMANN   855-6739 
 to join or request a prayer… to be added to the 
Email prayer chain call the church office at  
855-0272                     



WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

JOY IV 
Joy 4 meets each Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. in members 
homes.  We have nine BVLC members and one 
member from another church.  Using various ver-
sions of the Bible, we have lively studies and conver-
sations. 
 
On the third Tuesday of each month, we do volun-
teer work at the Samaritan Center in Rogers.  Our 
usual task is filling snack packs for school children 
in need.  The snack packs are distributed by schools 
on Fridays, so that the children have some nutri-
tious  non-perishable food over the weekend.  We 
have also sorted canned and packaged food for the 
Samaritan Center food shelf. 
 
Three or four times a year we band as a group,  by 
dining together. 

 
 
 

JOY II C 
 

Our group of nine members has Bible Study and fel-
lowship each Monday at 1:30 p.m. in members 
homes.  We get together with  JOY II B for a noon 
luncheon occasionally. 
 
We serve one of the Lenten Suppers, with all the la-
dies donating their time and food, so the donations 
can all be given to “Lives Under Construction”! 
 
Last year seven ladies enjoyed a trip to Eureka 
Springs to enjoy the Holy Land, museum and the 
Passion Play” and an overnight stay with good fel-
lowship, food and of course some shopping.  We also 
enjoyed a large ice cream cone at Garfield. 
 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY 

 
It was reported in the September Newsletter, 
the groups under each staff member at 
BVLC.  In Congregational Care Ministry 
listing was:  Prayer Chain; Baranabas Min-
istry; SonShiners, Small Group Coordina-
tor; Stephen Ministry.   

 
 
OMITTED were the Good Samaritans and Blood 
Pressure checks. 
 
Good Samaritans are a group of men and women 
who are willing (and able) to help members with 
small projects, that they are unable to do them-
selves.  If you need help changing a light bulb, rak-
ing leaves, repairing something, meals transporta-
tion, just to name a few, please contact Gerry Rath. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wittenberg Castle  
Church Door 

 
               Ninety-five theses were nailed to the door  
            Of the Wittenberg old castle church  
            So the diligent student could learn Luther’s 
            thoughts,  
            Could debate them, or do more research. 
  
            Like a bulletin board, the door often held  
            Some clichéd or some new information;  
            But this time the thoughts on the door spread 
            world  wide —  
            And set off a great Reformation! 
 
            —Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems 
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              World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2009 
              Columbus Day Observance, October 12, 2009 
              Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2009 
              Reformation Day, October 31, 2009 
 
             *** 
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 SWAP a Story! 
 

 
I have had the excitement in the past few weeks of receiving some very wonderful 
Correspondence regarding our SWAP program.  I wanted to share it with all of you 
since so many of you are involved in this ministry—either working in the ministry or 
purchasing cards from us. 
 
One day I received a call from a member’s daughter asking about our ministry.  She 
loved the idea and wants to begin a similar ministry at her church!  A few days later I 
received a call from another member’s daughter who lives out of town but was visiting 
and wanted to find out how to purchase our cards.  I directed her to the church office 
where they are available during the week. 
 
A most interesting contact came through the church office.  A woman in North Caro-
lina got the church email from our website, which is printed on the back of our cards.  
She had been sent a card from a friend in Bella Vista and loved it so much, she wanted 
to purchase some herself.  Linda found out she was from North Carolina and for-
warded the request to me.  When I saw the woman’s name it sounded familiar.  I re-
sponded to her and asked if perhaps we didn’t have a friend in common in Bella Vista.  
You see, I have several friends from my dance group who are not members of our con-
gregation that stop in periodically to purchase cards.  It turns out one of them had 
sent one of our cards to this woman and told her the story of how we sell them to raise 
money for missions!  I was pleased to see that she had noted the label we place on the 
back of each card with our church picture, name, web-site and a scripture.  I knew 
then that she had received the blessing of God’s Word from the back of that card!  She 
asked me to select eight cards and mail them to her, which I did.  When I received her 
payment in the mail, she included a note to thank me for the cards and the ministry 
and gave extra money for our mission! 
 
When this ministry began we asked God to bless it and we continue to ask Him to do 
so.  He surely has!  I am so thrilled to know that those who receive these cards not only 
get the blessing of receiving the card, but also the blessing from the scripture on the 
back.  It reminds us all that the smallest act of kindness—of purchasing and sending a 
card—can be so big and can spread God’s love through us. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have  worked so hard in this mission and to those of you 
who support it with your purchases!  We truly appreciate the support and pray that 
God’s love will continue to be shared in it! 
 
 
Pam Benson, SWAP Coordinator 



 

The “Shepherd’s Voice is now on our Web site. 
www.bvlutheran.com each month.  Please consider 
receiving the newsletter each month over the inter-
net.  Let us know if you wish to view the newsletter 
on our Web site.  It will save some trees by using the 
Web site,  it is up to you, just let us know. 
            Email Ula at    ulab@cox.net  
 
            Deb at              debandnorm@aol.com 
 
            Church            bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
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A beautiful psalm describes God’s majesty and 
speaks of human dignity. Which of the following 
psalms describes people as having been crowned by 
God “with glory and honor”?  
 
A. Psalm 1  
B. Psalm 8 
C. Psalm 23 
D. Psalm 51 
                        Answer: B (see verse 5, NRSV 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RECYCLING TREASURES 
RUMMAGE SALE 

Bella Vista Lutheran Church 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2009 

 
            The  Outreach Team of Bella Vista Lutheran 
Church will sponsor a Rummage Sale at the church on 
October 24, 2009.  The purpose of this sale will be two-
fold: 
            1. To show our community of shoppers the 
beauty of our church facility and the friendliness of 
our congregation. 
            2. To raise funds for the LWML sponsored 
Food Bank. 
 
This will truly be a “Net Fishing” event.  Not only will 
we attract shoppers from our community to our church 
property, we plan a “Door Prize” program where we 
will collect names of people who attend.  Furthermore, 
all the net proceeds from the sale will be used to help 
fund another Net Fishing event, the LWML Food 
Bank program. 
 
The assistance of our entire congregation is needed.  
Start gathering items together to donate for the sale. 
(NO CLOTHING OR FOOTWEAR PLEASE).  We 
will accept items at the church on Monday October 
19th through Thursday October 22nd.  Also many of 
you will be asked to perform the functions of the sale.  
It will take a large number of people to collect items, 
place them on display, price them for sale, man the 
sales tables, collect the money and dispose of the items 
not sold.  
 
You will hear more about the rummage sale in the 
near future. 
 
Outreach Team:          Howard Harlson 
                                    Muriel Albers 
                                    Ted Bruch 
                                    Cathy Bernthal 
                                    Bill Powell 

                        LWML QUILTING DAYS  
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14TH AND 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 28TH 
We do LWR on the 14th & Baby quilts on the 28th. 
 





Food Pantry 
 
LWML is organizing a Food Pantry to operate at Bella Vista Lutheran Church. 

 
It will be supported and sponsored by all members and all ages of Bella Vista Lutheran Church. 
 
The Outreach Mission Team will sponsor a “Recycle Your Treasures Sale” (Garage Sale) on Sat-
urday, October 24 as a  Fund Raiser and Net Fishing Event.  The proceeds will put food on the 
Food Pantry shelves. 
 
The Food Pantry will provide spiritual encouragement and prayer to those who come because 
they have found themselves in a time of special need and crisis.  We seek to bring a measure of 
love and peace through sharing the blessings of food, on a temporary emergency basis. 
 
Volunteers are needed and appreciated.  Contact Kay Gaudian, 855-0384, and learn how you can 
help the people of our community thru this project. 
 

A Person’s a Person No Matter How Small   
Submitted by Howard Brown 

In Dr. Seuss’s classic Horton Hears a Who, Horton the elephant is the only one who can hear a 
still small voice calling to him for his “world” on  a speck of dust.  As the story unfolds, Horton is 
introduced to the citizens of Who-ville and learns various lessons about the diversity but impor-
tance of each individual and the importance of standing up for what he knows is right. 
 
Horton was ostracized by the other animals in his community for believing in the voice from 
Who-ville.  In much the same way, following the leading of God in our lives is not always an easy 
or popular task.  Trusting that God has done everything necessary for our eternal salvation is 
one thing—–but responding to His tremendous grace day by day?  Hour by Hour?  Minute by 
Minute?  Sometimes we feel we are too busy, or too intelligent, or ‘too cool’ to give God what He 
deserves—our undying gratitude and devotion all the time, not just on Sunday mornings. 
 
Being a part of a faith community like our church can help.  Not only are we surrounded by liv-
ing examples of God’s faithfulness, but we are also surrounded by opportunities to serve Him by 
serving those around us.  Seeing examples of God’s faithfulness helps our faith grow and oppor-
tunities to serve help us to become responsible Christians as we put our faith into action.  Like 
Horton, who had the faith to believe in a world he could not see, we are surrounded in our con-
gregation by great examples of faith and responsibility.  Do yourself the favor of getting to know 
those around you in church.  Start off with a “HI”,  or a simple question about their families, 
their jobs, their hobbies, etc.  You will be blessed and you will be a blessing. 
 
A PRAYER 
 
With eagerness we approach you O God.  We join with all who love and serve you.  We offer our-
selves to be your people, ready to let your light shine upon us and through us.  In Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
 
 



 



 
ROBERT & SADIE FRERKING 
 1 Parkridge Drive 
Bella Vista  AR  72715 
PH. 479-657-6729 
 
Robert & Sadie moved here from Zephyrhills, Florida in  March of 2009. 
 
Bob is a retired Lutheran Minister.  He retired in 1995 from First Trinity, Washington, D.C.  They moved to  
Florida and lived full time in a R. V.  for 8 years in their retirement. 
 
They have 5 children and 11 grandchildren.   
Thoughts on Bella Vista; Beautiful area!  We like living here very much. 
 
Welcome to Bella Vista Lutheran.   
 
 
 
JIM & THELMA BREEN 
2706 N.W. 6th St. 
Bentonville, AR 72712 
PH. 479-531-2822 & 479-685-4141 
 
Jim & Thelma have transferred back to BVLC from Faith Lutheran in Bentonville. 
Jim was with the Minneapolis, MN Police Dept.  Before retiring to Bella Vista.  Thelma was employed as an As-
sistant Manager—customer /field liaison—Wal Mart Vendor, also worked for Arkansas National Bank—
customer service Rep. 
 
They have 3 daughters, 1 granddaughter & 4 grandsons. 
The Breens winter in Arizona but always come back to Bella Vista in the spring. 
 
Jim has the following hobbies/interests:  Motorcycling, Reading, Boating & playing Cards.   
Thelma has interests in Music (especially singing) Reading, (Flower) Gardening, playing Cards and Bible Study. 
 
Thoughts on Bella Vista ….. Love it —always have!! 
 
Welcome to Bella Vista Lutheran Church.   
 
Please welcome these newest members & get acquainted with them. 



STEWARDSHIP BOARD—OCTOBER. 2009 
 

Concluding our series of the eight Stewardship Principles. . . 
 

#8– God’s stewards live with an awareness of the present and future, of time and eternity. 
 

God’s stewards live intentionally in the light of the Lord’s eternal purpose while being 
firmly committed to the here and now. 
 
1st Tim. 6:17-19  Those who have much in this world should not be arrogant nor put their hope 
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but put their hope in God, who richly provides us with every-
thing for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds and to be gener-
ous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasures in heaven. 
 
 

……………………… 
 

May you always be overwhelmed by the Grace of God rather than the cares of life. 
 

                                                                                                The Stewardship Board 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Your Contributions are Needed! 

 
Two $400 scholarships were given last month to… 
 
Amber Gudbaur—Will be completing her senior year at Arkansas Technical University, in  
Russellville, for a double major in psychology and juvenile justice. 
 
Andrea Knipfel—Is a senior at the University of Nebraska, in Omaha for a teaching degree. 
 
Congregation contributions for the first six month of this year have been $256 to this fund...
please help our college students! 
 
 
                                                            The Scholarship Committee, 
 
                                                            Bill Scholten 
                                                            Ruth Bruch 
                                                            Howard Brown  

 





 

 

 
 
Please join us for an organ concert presenting Harv Meskimen on November 1, 2009 at 3:00 P.M. in the 
Bella Vista Lutheran Church sanctuary!  Don’t miss this opportunity! 
 
 
H. D. (Harv) Miskimen received his bachelor’s degree from then Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Ne-
braska. There he was privileged to study organ under Theodore Beck, Paul Rozel and Jan Bender.  
He took courses leading up to a master’s degree from then Concordia College, River Forest, Illinois and 
various institutions in Wisconsin.  
Harv is a retired Lutheran teacher who served as director of music and head organist in churches and 
schools in Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Missouri and Wisconsin. He retired from his career after forty-two 
years.  
He still remains active as a substitute teacher and organist.  
He and his wife Grace raised two sons and two daughters. They are the proud grandparents to four grand-
sons and two granddaughters.  



 



 
 
 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Bob Eckart                                        10/02 
Bob Johnson                                      10/02 
Verna Menard                                   10/04 
John Brack                                        10/06 
Keith Davis                                        10/07 
Byrdine Siek                                      10/07 
Sarah Gerulski                                  10/08 
Bob Hess                                            10/08 
Roy Knafla                                        10/09 
Charles Weeks                                  10/09 
Bob Frerking                                     10/10 
Dennis Gast                                       10/10 
Greta Thiele                                      10/10 
Denise Allen                                       10/14 
Wayne Ewoldt                                   10/16 
Ed Berndt                                          10/17 
Norma Woolery                                10/18 
Sharon Longnecker                          10/19 
Pastor Ron Pfluger                           10/19 
Sue Brack                                          10/20 
John Kauffman                                 10/20 
Cleo Austin                                        10/21 
Roland Sperry                                   10/21 
Nan Syring                                         10/22 
Harold Brightman                            10/24 
Stan Isaacson                                     10/24 
Richard Meyer                                  10/24 
Bob Miskimen                                   10/25 
Art Bohl                                             10/26 
Jan Garrett                                        10/26 
Sharon Reeves                                   10/26 
Bonnie Quednow                               10/27 
Glenn Wickboldt                               10/27 
Wayne Gruben                                  10/30 
Nona  Sperry                                     10/30 
Carol Weltmer                                  10/30 
Ken Meyer                                         10/31 
Kathleen Scherz                                10/31 
 
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
            60 YEARS 
Vern &Margaret Gruhn                  10/02 
            45 YEARS 
Mike & Sandra Kelley                      10/03 
            30 YEARS 
Frank & Nancy Priboth                   10/14 
            25 YEARS 
Walt & Jan Ney                                10/13 

 
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Ron & Kay Gaudian             10/06 
Stan & Cyndi Isaacson         10/08 
Andy & Tina Vogt                10/11 
Loren & Greta Thiele           10/12 
Wayne & Myrna Ewoldt      10/18 
Jim & JoAnne Adamek        10/19 
John & Kathy Hughes          10/19 
Chuck & Charlotte Rieman 10/21 
Charles & Norma Woolery  10/21 
Leonard & Marilyn Ernst    10/22 
Bob & Mona Johnson           10/25 
Ted & Kathleen Dorn           10/26 
Art & Bonnie Quednow       10/28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
 
George Albers                       10/01 
Helen Hise                              10/01 
Stan Jones                              10/01 
Tina Kauffman                      10/01 
Walt Ney                                10/01 
Lewis Watts                           10/01 
Evan Isaacson                        10/04 
Isaac Hass                              10/05 
Cyndi Isaacson                      10/07 
Lois Rath                               10/07 
JoAnne Adamek                    10/08 
Don Calkins                           10/09 
Kay Gaudian                         10/11 
Lois Sprague                          10/11 
Ivan Hirsch                            10/12 
John Brack                            10/18 
Ed Axel                                  10/20 
Herb Schmid                         10/23 
Brent Dorn                            10/25 
Erik Gustaf                            10/26 
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“For the Lord gives wisdom and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.” 
 
                                                                                                                                Proverbs 2:6 

�

New Adult Bible Classes   
                         will begin in October! 
 
          We at BVLC are so blessed to have 
willing teachers who will offer a number of 
new courses on the study of the Bible, begin-
ning Sunday October 4.  These classes are 
all held between Sunday services from 9:45 - 
10:30.  Below is a description of each course.  
Please join us.  There is a chair waiting for 
you in the class of your choice. 
Discussion Class - Pastor’s Office 
         The Discussion Class that meets in the 

Pastor’s office is popular with those who 
prefer a class in which there is ample oppor-
tunity for everyone to participate in discuss-
ing the lesson topics.  Study topics are deter-
mined by the class participants.  Recent Bi-
ble Studies have included “The Lutheran 
Difference:  Law and Gospel.”  On Sunday, 
October 4, we will begin the study, 
“Lutheran Doctrine:  Luther’s Catechisms.”  
Rather than rushing through the various 
studies, we take whatever time is needed to 
cover the subjects.  We bring coffee and 
rolls from the kitchen.  All are welcome to 
join us.  Gerry Rath is the coordinator.  
Please call him at 876-5109 if you would like 
more information. 
 

Exploring God’s Word/Old Testament-
Classroom B 
         This study proposes to be an overview 

of the entire Bible, beginning with the begin-
nings.  It is a “back to the basics” study with 
an inspiring way of learning: 
1) Approaching the study 
2) An overview 
3) Working with the text 
4) Applying the message 
5) Taking the message home 
Class begins October 4.  Bring your Bible, 

this will be a Bible class.   Rev Bob Miski-
men is teaching this class.  If you have any 
questions, he can be reached at 876-6755. 

 
 

 

Amazing Grace - Fellowship Hall 
 Get ready for an interesting and 

thought-provoking Bible study series about 
“Amazing Grace”.  Maybe you’ve not 
considered it before, maybe you’ve just taken 
it for granted, maybe you just sing “Amazing 
Grace” and don’t really think about the 
message of the song.  During the weeks of 
October 4 through December 6, the Sunday 
morning Fellowship Hall Bible Class will 
discuss grace.  Some of the material will 
seem radical and/or confrontational as we 
take a look at Phillip Yancey’s book, 
“What’s So Amazing About Grace?”  We 
will study what God’s grace really means, 
how grace is both shining and absent in 
various people of our world, and how grace 
lives, or should live in our own lives.  This 
study is being taught by the following team: 
Rev. Ron Pfluger, George Albers, Norm 
Roesener, and Bob Svehla.  For more 
information about the class, please call the 
Pflugers at 876-2116. 
 
 
Pastor Hass’s Class - Choir Room 
 “What Lutherans Believe” will 
continue through the end of October.   
 
If you have any suggestions about Bible 

Studies you would like to see offered, please 
contact any member of the Education Team.  
They are: George Albers, Claudia Jorgenson, 
Peggy Karels, Sally Pfluger, Helmut Sperl, 
and Ruth Bruch, Ch. 

 



 



CONSECRATION SUNDAY IS COMING 
 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do 
not view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. 
Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow 
spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and 
ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday 
Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of gen-
erous giving in our steward-ship education emphasis this year. 
 
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the 
giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of 
the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club who 
should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  New Consecra-tion Sunday encourages 
people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the questions, 
“What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” 
 
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, October 18, 2009, we are asking 
our members to make their confidential financial commitments to our church’s 
missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around 
the world.  After the services, a delicious catered dinner will be served at noon and 
the total pledge amount will be announced at the dinner’s conclusion. 
 
Thank you in advance for your enthusiastic participation in the upcoming Conse-
cration Sunday events. 



 
 


