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BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 

 
 

PHONE:  479-855-0272    E MAIL: office@bvlutheran.com 
FAX:  479-876-6097          WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 
 
PASTOR:  PAUL HASS 
CELL PHONE:  (479)685-2416 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES:  8:30 am. & 10:45 a.m. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR:  9:45 a.m. 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

MONDAY—THURSDAY 
7:30 A,M. - 5 P.M. 

 
FRIDAY—8 A.M.—NOON 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF BELLA VISTA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Out of thankfulness for God’s love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us by His Grace both past and present, we are compelled with all our 
strength and Tireless effort, to share God’s love with all people in 
our community. 
 
Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 While I was away at PLI Training in Orange, California, I became acquainted with that congrega-
tion’s pastor, staff and facility in their Staff meeting.  And as I thought about our congregation, I wondered 
how a new person coming to Bella Vista Lutheran might best understand our Mission and Ministries. 
 Our congregation seeks to connect people to Jesus Christ, to help people grow to full maturity in 
their faith and help people find ways to serve others in Jesus’ name.  You have likely heard that before.  But 
as I sat in the staff meeting of the church I was visiting and shared that information with the people there, 
they were pleased to know that a Mission and Ministry could be so succinctly explained. 
 We are privileged to have a large group of people dedicated for just those things to happen.  Our 
Outreach Ministry  Team Leader is Howard Harlson.  This group exists to take the Word of God to our lo-
cal community through evangelistic efforts and “hands on” mission work, so that we grow in faith and we 
become more intentional about sharing the love of Jesus Christ with others.  Our Children and Youth Min-
istry Team Leader is Kathy Hughes.  This group exists to facilitate children and youth ministries that help 
our children and youth to grow in their relationship with Jesus, and with others.  Our Fellowship Ministry  
Team Leader is Shirley Swenson.  This group exists to facilitate our Christian Fellowship.  It is all about 
joining and enjoying our Christian community.  Our Congregational Care Ministry  Team Leader is Sue 
Odell.  This group exists to provide in times of need.  We all need encouragement from time to time.  God 
has created us to help one another.  We have support groups that can help us face hurdles and at the same 
time grow us spiritually.  Our Administration Ministry  Team Leader is Walt Heyne.  This group exists to 
maintain the high standards of excellence for our church and its facilities and assure a welcoming place for 
people to worship.  Our Communications Ministry, at present, falls under our Administrative Team’s area 
of responsibilities.  Here we seek to effectively inform our congregation of our progress in mission and in 
our opportunities to serve.  Our Music Ministry Team Leader is Dick Lubeck.  This group exists within 
BVLC to share the blessing of having so many gifted and talented individuals who willingly give their tal-
ents as a praise offering to the Lord.  We have a wide range of opportunities to get involved in the music 
here at BVLC; some groups meet weekly, some seasonally.  Our Education Ministry  Team Leader is Ruth 
Bruch.  Our education ministry provides multiple opportunities for Bible study for all ages.  Through these 
studies, we learn the basics of the Christian faith, improve our understanding of the Bible and grow in our 
abilities to relate God’s  word to others. 
 We are blessed to have these Leaders and Teams in place.  They are intentionally focused on Con-
necting people to Jesus, helping each of us to grow  as Christians and giving us opportunity to serve in His 
name.  If you have any suggestions for ministry or events, any interesting ideas you have seen elsewhere 
and especially if you wish to join these vital and exciting groups, please contact the appropriate Team 
Leader.  I am confident they would be happy to share with you the challenges and the incredible joys of 
serving others in Christ’s Name.   
 
 In Him 
  
 Pastor Hass 
 



The Shepherd’s Voice  is on our Web Site 
at www.bvlutheran.com each month.  
Please consider receiving the newsletter 
over the internet.  Look under Communi-
cations for each month’s  issue.  We will 
continue to put  the Shepherd’s Voice in 
your mailbox if you request it by  letting 
us know.   
 
E mail  Ula at  ulab@cox.net  or the 
Church office  office@bvlutheran.com 
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• Holy Week, March 28-April 3, 2010 
• Maundy/Holy Thursday, April 1, 2010 
• Good Friday, April 2, 2010 
• Holy Saturday, April 3, 2010 
• Easter Day, April 4, 2010 
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 21, 
2010 
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A New Testament book contains the following words spoken 
to a crowd: “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us 
are witnesses.” Who said those words?  
 
 A. Paul  
 B. Peter 
 C. John 
 D. Luke 
 
Answer: B (See Acts 2:32, NRSV.) 

Lily  
 
 The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol of 
Christ’s resurrection because it rises from a seemingly 
lifeless bulb decaying in the ground. It is also used as a 
symbol of Christ himself. The lily, a symbol of purity, is 
often used to represent the Virgin Mary. 
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BV LUTH GOLF 
THURSDAY Mixed 9 Holes 

Singles & Couples 
 

Season begins April 1st 
At Scotsdale @ 10:32 

 
Great Fellowship! 

Sign up at Narthex Center Kiosk 
Or Call Bill Scholten 

855-1324 



S.Sgt Capt. Jeffrey Nelson– son of Jane Fulkerson 
MSGT. MATT MILTZ—grandson of Vern Miltz 
S.Sgt. Joshua Bragg—grandson of Shirley Wiemers 
S/Sgt. Jennifer Fox Bragg—granddaughter of Shirley Wiemers 
Capt. Barry Zinke—nephew of Gary & Peggy Nelson 
Major  Jeffrey Knudson—nephew of Jerry & Alice Lundwall 
S.Sgt. Ryan Matthew Duncan—grandson of Frank & Nancy Priboth 
Lt. Tim Woolery—grandson of Charles & Norma Woolery 
AN USN Jeremy Dellinger—grandson of Art & Bonnie Quednow 
PFC. David Williams—grandson of John & Sharon Longnecker 
PFC. Ross Karels—nephew of Peggy Karels 
LCPL Michael Hirsch—grandson of Ivan & Millie Hirsch 
Corporal Nathaniel Hansen—grandson of Roy & Connie Knafla 
Gen.  Michelle D. Johnson, USAF—sister of Deb Roesener 

IS THE 15TH OF THE MONTH FOR 
THAT  MONTH.\ 
 
EMAIL ULA AT  ulab@cox.net  or 
 
CHURCH  office@bvlutheran.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER CHAIN 

 
To request a prayer or to join the 
prayer chain . . . . .  Call 
 

ALETHA DAMMANN 855-6739 
 

EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN 
CALL CHURCH OFFICE 

855-0272 
LWML QUILTING 

2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH 
 

LWR QUILTS WED. APRIL 14 
BABY QUILTS WED. APRIL 28 

 
8:30—NOON 
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SWAP News 
 

Several ladies from SWAP went to Brookfield Assisted Living to make cards 
with some of the residents.  We had 8 lovely ladies and I amiable gent who 
enjoyed making a card and each other’s company.  One of the  
Ladies said she used to do this sort of thing but it had been a long time ago.  
They w ere happy to have a card they had made and were thinking who 
could be the recipient.  Our SWAP group certainly had a good time….as we 
stayed for at least and extra 15 minutes just to visit and talk about when w e 
were kids.  W hat  a joy!   If anyone is interested in joining us on another 
outing to Brookfield, just  e –mail Nona Sperry at  
nonasart@cox.net   or call 876-2986.  Our next visit will be April 6, leaving 
the church at 1:15 p.m. 

BVLC  MUSIC  MINISTRY 
Is presenting our annual Musical Gathering Sunday, April 25 at 4 p.m. 

Many of your friends will be presenting solos, duets and both vocal  
And instrumental ensembles. 

 
PLAN TO ATTEND 



CRAIG & SALLY PETERSON 

  

 NEW MEMBERS OF BELLA VISTA  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

SHERM & LYNN MOE 

HILDA PANOZZO LARRY & JUDITH PANOZZO 

JESSIKA, ADDISON & ANTHONY HAUBNER 



 

DR. PAUL A. MAIER  PRESENTS 
THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS 

 
 Comparing and evaluating Christianity and Islam from a historical  
perspective is the subject of a Saturday, April 17th, seminar at Bella Vista 
Lutheran Church, 1990 Forest Hills Blvd.  The event, free to the public and 
titled The Crescent and the Cross, includes lunch but seating is limited to 
200, so pre-registration is important. 
 
 Featured is Dr. Paul A. Maier, a professor of ancient history at West-
ern Michigan University, who is also a vice president of the Lutheran 
Church’s Missouri Synod and an oft-published author of both scholarly 
and popular works.  He will make four presentations, with two breaks for 
coffee and lunch.  The day begins with registration at 9 a.m. and concludes 
at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 Among Dr. Maier’s writings are a theological thriller called “A Skele-
ton in God’s Closet” that became a national, number 1 best-seller in reli-
gious fiction.  A non-fiction work of his was “In the Fullness of Time”, 
which   correlated evidence from the ancient world impinging on Jesus and 
early Christianity. 

 
 
SHERMAN & LYNN MOE 
27 PAMONA DRIVE 
PH.  855-1629 
 
The Moe’s are originally from Minnesota.  
They grew up in the Ada/Halstad area.  Sherman spent 34 years as a Teacher and 
Coach in Duluth, MN.  Lynn worked part time while their 3 children were in college.    
They have 3 children:  Douglas is a Pharmacist, Dale is a Pastor and Sherlyn is a school 
teacher and 7 grandchildren. 
 
Hobbies and interests are golfing, fishing, playing cards & Branchwood facilities. 
 
The Moes have lived in Bella Vista since 1993 & have enjoyed living in Bella Vista. 
 
Welcome to Bella Vista Lutheran Church.   



 
 
 
 
 

Vicki Dehnert   4/03 
Matthew Gaudian  4/03 
Marlys Rembold  4/04 
Linda Dwyer   4/05 
John Longnecker  4/05 
Shirley Mierendorf  4/05 
Kelli Hart   4/06 
Edna Carter   4/09 
Bud Deppeler   4/08 
Dee Roy   4/09 
Ron Burkett   4/10 
Sherm Moe   4/10 
Les Gatchel   4/11 
Jackie Hartmann  4/11 
Herb Schmid   4/12 
Carl Mueller   4/13 
Brady Rakow   4/13 
Ken Wood   4/13 
Jim Cash   4/14 
Paul Resetar   4/14 
Kenlee Billing   4/16 
Marvin Henning  4/17 
Leon Thomas   4/17 
Ellen Scholten   4/18 
Bob Wenzel   4/18 
Donna Henning  4/20 
Nita McKelvey   4/20 
Ramona Benson  4/21 
Lorna Sperl   4/25 
Curly Baehr   4/26 
Earl Rollings   4/26 
Dee Kincade   4/28 
Lyn Schmid   4/28 
Pat VandenBerge  4/30 
 
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 5 YEARS 
Mike & Denise Allen  4/23 
 
 50 YEARS 
Bob & Fern Svehla  4/30 
 
 55 YEARS  
Charles & Helen Weeks 4/24   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mo & Jo Kunkel   4/02 
John & Sue Brack   4/09 
John & Tina Kauffman  4/10 
Don & Claudia Jorgensen  4/11 
Norm & Deb Roesener   4/17 
Mark & Cathy Bernthal  4/19 
Lauris & Sherry Burch  4/21 
Jack & Lois Abernathy  4/24 
Bob & Barbara Roseen  4/24 
Chuck & Mary Zuhlke  4/27 
Ed & Jan Barnoski   4/30 
Wayne & Fran Bloomer  4/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bev Effinger    4/01 
Bill Powell    4/01 
Barbara Roseen    4/01 
Pat Slatton     4/01 
Claryce Thomas   4/01 
Mona Johnson    4/02 
Larry Reeves    4/03 
Sue Brack    4/05 
Alan Gustaf    4/05 
Dan Sprague    4/06 
Pat VandenBerge   4/06 
Gary Hartwig    4/08 
Sue Odell    4/09 
Joan Axel    4/10 
Hans Gustaf    4/10 
Donna Henning   4/10 
Marvin Conrad   4/16 
Jacquie Gruben   4/16 
Paul Austin    4/19 
Matthew Gaudian   4/19 
Edna Carter    4/20 
Jean McGee    4/23 
Arlo Miesbach    4/23 
Walt Heyne    4/24 
Jim Breen    4/25 
Paul Resetar    4/26 
Jan Garrett    4/27 
Sol Garrett    4/30 



 



UPDATES for LWML MEMBERS 
 

· The regular monthly meeting for April has been postponed until April 8th, due to Maundy 
Thursday services.  The topic of Medication Safety presented by James Graham, the pharma-
cist at Cornerstone Pharmacy, is an important one and you are invited to bring a friend or 
neighbor .  Just inform June Lear 876-6923 of the number.   

 
 
· The Northwest Zone Rally is coming up very fast—Saturday, April 10th.  There is a signup 

sheet on the kiosk.  The number participating is due on Monday, April 5th.  It is being held at 
St. John’s in Fayetteville. 

 
· As of March 15th, twenty annual dues are outstanding.  At $11 each, this means a $220 with-

drawal from our General Fund.  If you are not sure if you have paid, check with Doris Mentink 
at  876-5724 or at the next meeting. 

 

 
HELPING HANDS 

 
APRIL 2010 NEWS 

 
The store will be building an enclosed area outside where our clients wait before the of-
fices open.  This will help them during inclement weather.  This enclosure is provided 

by a donor who wants to help.  We are so grateful. 
 

   Thank you all for the generous donations and recycled bags. 
 

IT IS OUR CHURCHES TURN TO WORK AT THE STORE 
ON SATURDAY, APRIL 24TH.  PLEASE CONSIDER SIGNING  

UP TO BE WITH US ON THAT DAY. 
 

We were able to distribute almost 7,500 dollars in food for Jan. & Feb. to help those in 
need. 

 
We also helped approximately 6,447 people with their bills. 

 
If you have any questions please call Clarice Gnuse or Nancy Manos. 



 
 
 
 
 

“April showers bring May flowers” . . . 
 

Is an old saying that is fairly well known to adults and children as 
well.  It is very true that God blesses His creation with rain which 
Causes seeds to sprout and grow upon the earth.  This blessing of 
rain is something good which God lavishes upon all people, re-
gardless of whether or not they are believers in Jesus as their  
Savior.  With the blessings of rain, seed time and harvest provide 
food for all of God’s children. 
 
We rejoice and are glad that God takes such bountiful car e of our 
physical needs.  That is important, but in April we celebrate a spe-
cial day which reminds us that God also takes care of our spiritual 
needs.  The day is Easter, a day set aside to celebrate the victory of 
Jesus over sin, death and the devil.  As the Bible teaches, because 
He lives, we shall also live! 
 
What great & good news that is to celebrate and share with oth-
ers, who also need to hear some good news! 
 
 
      The Stewardship Committee 

 
FUN        FOOD      FELLOWSHIP 

 
CIRCLE  SATURDAY, MAY 29TH ON YOUR CALENDAR 



LCMS WORLD MISSION  VIETNAM TEAM WEB SITE 
Greetings, to all our family, friends and supporters!  I do not normally send out mid-
month e-mails like this, but this news was too exciting not to share! 
 
On behalf of our entire LCMS World Mission Vietnam team, I would like to invite you to 
visit our brand new blog.  Our team here has been working on this for some time and  it is 
now ready to go public!  The blog will have a wealth of information, including posts about 
Vietnam, LCMS in Vietnam and our various projects and activities in Vietnam. There are 
also plenty of pictures, too!  This website will be updated very frequently by several differ-
ent contributors, including our family, Vietnamese colleagues, volunteers and more.  This 
is a unique chance to get a complete picture about what6 LCMS WM does in Vietnam. 
 
The new blog can be found at http://vietnam.lcmsworldmission.org. 
 
This site is completely separate from our family’s website, www.cimafam.com. 
While cimafam.com does include posts about our work here in Vietnam, those posts tend to 
focus on our role and not always the role of the whole team.  Moreover, cimafam.com also 
has many personal posts about kids, etc., that are not necessarily of interest for those seek-
ing news only about the work in Vietnam.  The new blog, vietnam.lcmsworldmission.org, 
will focus solely on Vietnam and the various things we have going on here from many  
different perspectives. 
 
As you surf on over and check it out, please let us know what you think.  We thank you all 
for your continued support of the amazing things God is doing here! 
 
Peace,  
J.P. 

EDUCATION TEAM UPDATE—APRIL, 2010 
What a great way to begin the month of April  with the celebration of our Risen Savior on the 
first Sunday of the month, April 4.  The celebration never stops, of course, for the followers of 
Jesus.  Here at BVLC, there will be some other special Sundays in April this year.  The schedule 
is as follows:   
 
· April 4—Easter (no Bible Study) 
· April 11—Mission Sunday with a special speaker (no Bible Study) 
· April 18—Dr. Paul Meier (no Bible Study) 
· April 25 –New Bible Classes begin 
 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDIES INCLUDE :  
 
Fellowship Hall—Pastor Hass 
 
“Do you remember your catechism?”  In Luther’s Explanation of the Third Article of the Apos-
tle’s Creed, he states, “We cannot by our______________________________________ 
       (You fill in the blank) 
    Continued on next page 



 
Are your confirmation answers not always at the ready?  Well, it’s OK.  There is going to be a won-
derful new course beginning Sunday, April 25 that will help  you remember what we believe, teach 
and confess.  The class will be held between Worship Services for all potential new members and will 
also act as a ’refresher’ for all our present members who might enjoy an ecclesiastical ’tune up’.  So, 
mark your calendars, get out your Luther’s Catechisms and come join in this opportunity to connect 
with new sisters and brothers in Christ, to grow in your spiritual life and to serve one another by your  
encouraging presence with others who share our faith. 
 
Classroom B—Pastor Miskimen 
 
The Old Testament ’survey’ class will reassemble April 25 to begin the study of “Exodus”.  Please be 
assured that we will NOT spend 40 years in the Exodus wilderness!  All are welcome.  You need not 
have studied “Genesis” with us to participate in this new study.  Bring your Bible, meet with us in 
Classroom B to enjoy coffee, pastry and an overview of the second book of the Bible.  Welcome back 
and welcome anew.  
 
Pastor’s Office—Gerry Rath 
 
If you are interested in an extensive discussion on a particular topic, then this may be the class you are 
looking for.  There is ample opportunity for all to participate in the discussion.  In the recent past, this 
group has studied  “The Lutheran Difference—Worship, Predestination, Law and Gospel”.  Currently, 
this class is studying the Lutheran Doctrine Series, Luther’s Catechisms.  Topics for future study will 
be selected from suggestions of those who attend the class.  The new class begins April 25.  Coffee 
and pastries are brought to the room. 
 
Now, we look forward to summer and fall.  Pickleball will resume on May 2 with a special session for 
beginners to learn the game.  The details and the schedule for the coming year may be found on the 
web-site.  Look under bvlutheran.com ; then select “Ministries”, then Education Ministries” and then   
“Family Activities”.  Helmut Sperl, along with other members of the of the  church and of the Pickle-
ball Club will be on hand to help you, your neighbors and friends learn this fun and “good exercise” 
game. 
 
On September 11-12, the Education Team will be sponsoring a Book Fair (Net—fishing event).  Look 
for lots more information from them in the near future about the Book Fair. 
 
Several Bible Study groups have purchased new study materials.  These books will be added to your                            
Bible Study materials list for the coming fall./ 
 
Paul Austin has now joined the education team.  If you have questions about any of our activities, 
please call either Paul, Claudia Jorgensen, Peggy Karels, Sally Pfluger, Helmut Sperl or Ruth Bruch.   
If you have suggestions for how we can better serve the church community, please let us know. 
 
Blessings.  
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BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH     
1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 
 
PHONE:  479-855-0272 
E MAIL:  office@bvlutheran.com 
FAX:  479-876-6097 
PASTOR: PAUL HASS—CELL PHONE: (479)685-2416 
WEB SITE www.bvlutheran.com 

 
 A mother and her 4-year-old daughter were preparing for bed one night. The child was afraid of the dark, and 
on this occasion the mother, alone with the child, felt fearful herself. 
 When the light was turned off, the child caught a glimpse of the moon outside the window. “Is the 
moon God’s light?” she asked her mom. 
“Yes,” replied the mother.  “Will God put out his light and go to sleep?” asked the girl. 
“No, dear. God never goes to sleep.” Then, out of the simplicity of a child’s faith, the girl said something that 
reassured the fearful mother. “Well, as long as God is awake, there’s no sense in all of us staying awake.”  
 The pair slept well that night — and for the many nights that followed. 
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