
 

 
               BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                         1990 FOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
                        BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 

 
                        PHONE: 479-855-0272     
                        E MAIL:  bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
                        FAX:  479-876-6097 
                        PASTOR:   PAUL HASS     CELL PHONE:   (479)685-2416      
                                                                        WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 
 
                                                            SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES :  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 
                                                            CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR:  9:45  A.M. 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 
FRIDAY—8 am.—NOON 
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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF BELLA VISTA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Out of thankfulness for God’s love in Jesus Christ, who has blessed by His 
Grace both past and present, we are compelled, with all our strength and  
Tireless effort, to share God’s love with all people in our community. 
 
Accordingly our primary mission focus will be families and youth. 

JANUARY 2010 



 
 
 

“Who? Me? An evangelist?!” 
 

A New Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall, led by Pastor Hass, beginning on Janu-
ary 10th, 2010. 
           Do you believe what the Bible says?  Of course you do!  Well, it says that God 
desires to use you to reach others with the saving message of the Gospel.  It is essen-
tial that the Gospel be proclaimed.  The only true hope human beings have is in Je-
sus Christ.  For the business executive, the homemaker, the banker, the carpenter, 
the mechanic, the homeless person, the child that lives down your street, there is 
only one way to heaven. 
           That means everyone needs to hear the Good News, everyone needs to be rec-
onciled to God.  There is no way that we can make it to God on our own.  All are 
lost in sin.  The well-dressed man driving his Mercedes and the alcoholic passed out 
on the street in tattered clothes each share the same problem: they are lost without 
Jesus Christ.  If they each have heard and rejected the Gospel, they have only one 
major difference between their lives:  the rich man will live a more comfortable life 
in this world before going on to an eternity in hell. 
           So, what does that have to do with you?  Glad you asked! 
           Perhaps you are thinking, “Who me?  How am I going to tell someone about 
Jesus?  I don’t know everything I need to know about the Bible or the teachings of 
the Church.  Who is going to listen to me?”  As a lay person this was one of my big-
gest worries; I shied away from witnessing to others because I felt that I didn’t 
know enough.  We will together learn what God so willingly teaches.  It is not our 
knowledge of understanding that is going to bring others to Christ, it is His power 
alone that will bring them.  The question for you and for me is this, “Are we willing 
to tell others about Christ?” 
           This is what we will be studying in a new Bible Class beginning on January 
10th, 2010.  For six weeks we will be answering the question:   
Who?  Me?  An evangelist?!”  Please join us in this time of fun, learning and joy  
filled connection to our Savior and His Great Commission. 
           Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age”. 



               GOD’S BUSINESS AT  
BELLA VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
            It’s the Thanksgiving Season.  We at Bella Vista Lutheran have much for which to be thankful.  I am regu-
larly made aware of how much we have as I do my thing around the church. 
            Our Stephen Ministers are a growing group among us, who are there when people have their most critical 
needs.  If you don’t think it is a blessing to have them, ask someone with whom they visit. 
            We have Quilt Makers whose product makes people warm when they are cold and need warmth. 
            Our newest venture into helping is The Food Pantry which on December 11 began distributing food to 
those who don’t have enough to eat properly. 
            The Cooper Back Pack Program supplies weekend nutrition for 40 plus kids whom the school dietician 
tells us aren’t getting adequate food over the weekend. 
            We have a Facilities Team whose members work unbelievably hard, with virtually no recognition, to see 
that the lights work, the toilets flush, the grounds are attractive, the gutters aren’t clogged, cabinets get installed 
and on and on. 
            We have, mostly women, people who every Sunday and at the time of funerals and other times when we 
need sustenance see that we have those Lutheran necessities like coffee and donuts. 
            There are people who fold, distribute, write and do all kinds of other needed work, at no cost to the church, 
so that we have good communications about our comings and goings. 
            We have choirs, yes plural, who provide us with a truly enriching addition to our worship experience. 
            We have Sunday School Classes, we have multiple Adult Education Classes, we have outreach to the com-
munity, to the University, to the Hispanic Community. 
            Why do I mention all these Blessings when I normally talk  about money?  Because those things men-
tioned above are the things all of our members do to accomplish our real Mission; Bringing Christ to Bella  
Vistans.  Believe me, we could achieve very little of what we do without the generous financial support of the con-
gregation.  This past month we paid off the first mortgage.  That freed up roughly $5,500 a month to do the work 
of the church, instead of paying the bankers. 
            It’s my experience that as we realize what we have accomplished, we will be driven to want to accomplish 
even more.  So I am grateful, too, for The Blessing of Giving with which God has infected our members. 
            Now for some fun.  I would like to have a common theme and look to everything we do as Bella Vista Lu-
theran Church, and which is seen by the outside world.  Put your fertile creative minds to work.  If we had one 
theme, what would it be?  Something short, snappy and attention grabbing.  Something people will remember and 
automatically think “Bella Vista Lutheran Church.  Like Wal*Mart’s “Always Low Prices”.  Then too, we need a 
symbol that represents us and would appear on all of our media materials.  Like Aflac’s duck.  What should our 
primary color be? 
            I’ve got a bag of popcorn for the person who comes up with the best suggestions. 
            Review the attached financial information for the month of November and the year to date.  Good numbers 
producing good results for our mission, thanks to your sharing your wealth with God.  Note that we are well ahead 
of budget in giving and well below budget in spending.  What a great combination.  Please be particularly aware 
of the information at the bottom of the report.  This information shows the non-budgeted spending we did, with 
congregational approval, for the roof, sound and debt reduction.  Again this could not have been accomplished 
without your support of our total program. 
 
Walt Heyne 
Administrative Ministry Staff 
             
             



Bella Vista Lutheran Church 
General Fund Operations Summary 

January through November 2009 
 

 
 

Ordinary Income/expense 
 

                             Income 
                                  4100—GENERAL FUND INCOME               427,196.14           416,940.00 
               Total Income                      
                
 
 
               Expense 
 
                             6000—ADMINISTRATION                                                                   19,109.98             19,125.00 
                             6050—CHILDREN & YOUTH                                                                3,250.92               6,790.00 
                             6100—COMMUNICATION                                                                    6,804.12               5,928.00 
                             6150—CONGREGATIONAL CARE                                                      4,046.05               6,663.00 
                             6200 —EDUCATION                                                                                5,138.76               6,369.00 
                             6250 —FELLOWSHIP                                                                             1,242.59               1,810.00 
                             6300 —MUSIC                                                                                           2,338.46               2,960.00 
                             6350 —OUTREACH                                                                               10,172.65             22,720.00 
                             6400 —FACILITIES                                                                              163,314.25          171. 697.00 
                             6450 —NATIONAL CHURCH                                                              44,455.13             41,280.00 
                             6500 —TIM                                                                                               4,950..00              4,950.00 
                             6550 —SALARIES & HOUSING                                                         132,653.03          147,921.00 
                             6600 —BENEFITS                                                                                  48,526.93            42,778.00 
                             6650 —PASTORAL EXPENSE                                                             21,438.70            29,388.00 
               Total Expense                                                                             
 
 
Net Ordinary Income                                                                                                            -40,145.43         -93,439.00 
 
Other Income/Expense 
               Other Income 
                             8000—Interest Income-General Fund                                                           22.02                   55.00 
               Total Other Income                                                                                                
                                                                                                                     
 
      Net Other Income                                                                                                                    22.02                  55.00 
Net Income                                                                                  
 
 
                             Capital Expenditures** 
 
                             Pay off mortgage                                                                                      $  19,731.62 
                             Roof (last pmt & expense)                                                                       $  22,379.04 
                             Sound system to date                                                                               $  22,450.35 
                                                           
                                                                                                                                   

Jan—Nov Budget YTD 

 
     427,196.14       416,940.00    

     467,341,57       510,379.00 

      22.02           55.00 

      - 40,123.41   -93,384.00 

 $  64,561.01 
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Education Team Ministry 
 
 

            The Education Team provides the following services to the congregation: planning 
and evaluation of curriculum designed to meet the needs of the church; net-fishing events; 
budgeting for the development and the physical needs of the educational programs. 
            Our team’s first agenda was to clarify and set objectives for the Education Ministry 
to support our Church’s mission for the remainder of 2009.  These objectives included   
1) establishing a whole-life educational curriculum,  2)  holding a net-fishing event,  3)  add-

ing one new adult Bible study and  4)  cataloging small group Bible study materials in the 
library. 

            The team considers Bible study as one of the main avenues to grow in our faith and 
learn God’s will for us.  Four Bible classes were offered this pat fall during the Sunday 
Morning Bible study hour; “What Lutheran’s Believe”  taught by Pastor Hass.  “Daniel” by 
Pastor Pfluger, “An Overview of the Old Testament” by Pastor Miskimen and “The  
Lutheran Difference” by Jerry Rath. 
            Beginning January 10, Pastor Hass will teach a 6-week course entitled “Me, An Evan-
gelist?  No Way! “  This course is intended for the entire congregation and will be presented 
in the Fellowship Hall.  A full description of this course and other new courses beginning at 
the end of February will be found on the website (www.BVLutheran.com). 
            Input of your interests and guidance for future Bible study topics are needed for fu-
ture presentations.  Please contact any member of the Education Team about your ideas. 
            The team organized a “Pickleball Mania” family net-fishing event.  The greatly  
Appreciated support and help from our Congregation/BV Pickleball Club Members made 
this a success.  It is an on-going event—every Sunday from 2 to 4 pm at the Metfield Pickle-
ball courts, weather permitting. 
            The Ed Team is now planning a “Book Fair” to be held this coming September as 
their next net-fishing event. 
            Members of the team worked with the Librarian to catalog the small group Bible 
study materials.  A list of these was given to each of the small-group Bible study leaders.   
The team plans to catalog all the audio-visual materials in the same manner. 
            The team is currently finalizing the 2010 objectives and finalizing goals for the next  
2 years. 
 
Ruth Bruch, Team Leader: 
Paul Austin 
Claudia Jorgensen 
Peggy Karels 
Sally Pfluger 
Helmut Sperl, Team Members 
                         

S.W.A.P..  NEWS 
 
We had a very nice turn out for card making at Boys and Girls Club in December.  The children 
always enjoy making Christmas cards!  Anyone wishing to go in January please note due to school 
holidays we will be going on the 2nd Tuesday, January 12.  Again thanks to all who so willingly 
give their time to the children. 
 
Thanks Ladies. . . . .Nona 



 

Capt. Jeffrey Nelson—son of Jane Fulkerson 
MSgt. Matt Miltz-grandson of Vern Miltz 
S.Sgt. Joshua Bragg-grandson of Shirley Wiemers 
S,Sgt. Jennifer  Fox Bragg-granddaughter of 
                                           Shirley Wiemers 
Capt. Barry Zinke-nephew of Gary & Peggy Nelson 
Major Jeffrey Knudson-nephew of Jerry & Alice 
                                                        Lundwall 
1st Lt. Laura Karstensen-daughter of Dick Lubeck’s 
                                                           cousin 
SSgt. Ryan Matthew Duncan-grandson of Frank 
                                                & Nancy Priboth 
Lt. Tim Woolery-grandson of Charles & Norma 
                             Woolery 
AN USN Jeremy Dellinger-grandson of Art & 
                                            Bonnie Quednow 
PFC. David Williams-grandson of John & Sharon 
                                    Longnecker 
PFC. Ross Karels-nephew of Peggy Karels 
LCPL Michael Hirsch-grandson of Ivan & Millie Hirsch 
PFC. Nathaniel Hansen-grandson of Roy & Connie 
                                       Knafla 
Tech. Sgt. Christian Schweitzer,-Kuwait-grandson in-law 
                                                     Rev. Robert Miskimen 
 

 
CALL  ALETHA DAMMANN  855-6739 
TO REQUEST  A PRAYER . ….. Or to be  
Added to the prayer chain.  
For E mail prayer chain call the church office 
at 855-0272 

DEADLINE IS THE 15TH OF THE 
MONTH. 
 
E MAIL ULA at ulab@cox.net  
 
CHURCH    bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 

Ivan and Millie Hirsch have donated the 
following books to the library 
 
F MOR  Driven with the Wind by 
                    Lynn & Gilbert Morris 
F OKE    Beyond the Gathering Storm by 
                    Janette Oke 
302.3       Friends Through Thick &       
GAI        Thin    by Gaither et al 
242.643    Minute Meditations for      
                 Women      by Barnes, Emilie 
Y FRA     The First Christmas by 
                      Penny Frank 
Y KRA     Eight Bags of Gold by 
                     Janice Kramer 
Y HOO     Frances Hook Picture Book
                      by Frances Hook 
Y STE       Christmas is Coming!  By 
                      Linda Martin Stewart 
Y BRI       Innkeeper’s Daughter, The  by 
                      Jill Briscoe 
Y FOX   Time For Bed  by Fox/Dyer 
Y PIP  Stories That Never Grow Old by 
            Piper, Watty 
AAL  Keep Kids Safe 
 Thank you for your thoughtfulness   
*********************************** 
Also new in the Library Two classic love 
stories by bestselling author     Diana 
Palmer     F PAL 
The Winter Man—2 stories in one book!!
Silent Night Man & Sutton’s Way    



 
The “Shepherd’s Voice is now on our Web site. 
www.bvlutheran.com each month.  Please consider 
receiving the newsletter each month over the inter-
net.  Let us know if you wish to view the newsletter 
on our WEB SITE OR IN YOUR MAILBOX.  It 
will save some trees by using the Web site,  it is up 
to you, just let us know. 
            Email Ula at    ulab@cox.net  
            Church       bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LWML QUILTING DAYS  
WEDNESDAY   JANUARY 13 2010 
WEDNESDAY   JANUARY 27 2010 
                        8:30 a.m.—12 NOON 
        Everyone Welcome to participate 
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 New Year’s Day, January 1, 2010 
 Epiphany, January 6, 2010 
 Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2010 
 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2010 
 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2010 

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “It is I, Jesus, who sent 
my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am 
the root and the descendant of __________, the bright 
morning star.” 
            Choose the correct name from the list below: 
 
A. Isaac 
B. Jacob 
C. David 
D. Solomon 
 
Answer: C 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SQUARE TWO                                                                                      VOLUMN 3, NUMBER 12\ 
The Cima Family Newsletter                                                                           December 2009 

On  November 13, at 8:40 a.m., the entire LCMS WM Vietnam team was saddened by the news 
that Prof. Tu Giay had died.  Professor Giay was instrumental in the early stages of LCMS WM 
engagement in Vietnam.  In the early 1990’s he invited LCMS WM to work with the National In-
stitute of Nutrition (NIN) to implement nutrition p rojects in the rural villages of Vietnam.  
Through his partnership, LCMS WM and the NIN have implemented scores of projects in Viet-
nam, and the partnership continues to this day.  In fact Prof. Giay’s son, Dr. Tu Ngu, is the pro-
ject manager for the LCMS WM/NIN projects. 
 
Prof. Giay’s involvement with LCMS WM was, however, just one part of a long and distin-
guished career.  He is supplying soldiers throughout Vietnam with food and other necessities
\(1966-1980).  In 1946, he was the creator and editor of a newspaper to educate, inform and en-
tertain soldiers. 
 
In 1980 at the direction of the Prime Minister, he founded the NIN and became its first director, 
overseeing nutrition research and projects throughout Vietnam.  In 2000, he was acknowledged 
by the government as a national hero by receiving the title “Hero of Labor”.   
 
Ted Engelbrecht, a pioneer of the work in Vietnam, says, “Professor Giay was both a visionary 
and a very practical man and this combination was formidable as he worked to help the people of 
Vietnam….He was always open to new and creative ideas and methods and ready to try them, 
too.  Though he was a thorough scholar with a deep and internationally recognized grasp of his 
discipline, he was not afraid to leave the .”Ivory Tower” of academia and ago into the field to 
meet and work with commune level workers and ordinary peasants, who welcomed him with awe 
and reverence, but also good will and camaraderie”. 
 
Prof. Giay will be greatly missed, a fact attested to by the 1,500 people who attended his funeral.  
As Christians, we thank God for this man who loved his family and his country.  We know that 
his legacy will continue through the partnership of LCMS WM and the NIN.  Please pray for 
Prof. Giay’s family in this difficult time. 



 
HIC Christmas 
What a joy to have the 
children and young people of 
HIC bless us in our service this 
year with their participation in 
recreating the Christmas story. 
Thank you all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            We thank God for this 
congregation and the blessing it 
has been for so many. May God 
continue to bless it and use it. 
            Here’s praying for another 
happy New Year of fellowship 
and faith together in Him. 
Amen. 

Hanoi Newsletter 

Merry Christmas to you all! 
              It was a star that showed 
us where to look for the Christ 
Child, and it is in our childlike 
faith that we still find Him!  May 
the Advent Lord come to you and 
yours in a new and special way this 
year, bringing and giving you 

blessings to be a blessing! 
     We thank God that He came to 
live with us in Jesus and that He 
continues to live in and through us 
in our faith and calling. 
    May our Wonderful Counselor, 
Everlasting Father and Prince of 
Peace work His will in each of us 

                                                                FAMILY 
 
 

   Our special gift this year is the blessing of having  
Three of our kids home for Christmas.  We are so 
excited and thankful, even tho we will miss Chloe. 
   Nadia will join her two brothers and us on the 
22nd.  She is in her penultimate year of college in 
Tacoma.  Manu continues to teach ESL and work 
on his BA in Business here in Hanoi and lives with 
brother Yung Ting and his parents.  Chloe and her 
husband are in Seattle, where she works at a  
 

REUNION 
 
 
  Catholic school.  We don’t deserve them, but we  
  thank God for our kids and the joy and pride  
  they bring us.  Thank you Jesus! 
            More soon.  Keep us in your prayers, too— 
We need them so!   
Ted and all here. 
 

ENGELBRECHT FAMILY                                                                                   DECEMBER 2009 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS     
Doreen Lubeck                                  1/01 
Evelyn Brightman                             1/03 
Elaine Schurman                              1/03 
Mona Johnson                                   1/04 
Rick Benson                                       1/05 
Caroline Searls                                  1/05 
Andrew Gaudian                              1/06 
Del Aastrup                                       1/07 
Caroline Davis                                   1/07 
Tom Dehnert                                     1/07 
Carol Conrad                                     1/08 
Coleen Gast                                       1/11 
Evan Thiele                                        1/11 
JoAnne Adamek                                1/13 
Pat Fegter                                          1/15 
Nancy Priboth                                   1/15 
Peggy Karels                                      1/16 
Chuck Rieman                                  1/16 
Helen Weeks                                      1/16 
David Hass                                         1/17 
Mavis Meyer                                      1/17 
Emily Southard                                 1/19      
Helmut Sperl                                     1/19 
Lynne Gerulski                                 1/20 
Amber Gudbaur                               1/21 
Barbara Hartwig                              1/21 
Dan Peters                                         1/21 
Georgia Roy                                      1/21 
Gerald Rath                                       1/22 
Bill Onischuk                                     1/23 
Frank Priboth                                   1/23 
Bob Baehr                                          1/25 
John Moldenhauer                            1/25 
Ed Barnoski                                       1/26 
Shirley Peshek                                   1/26 
Carol Sanders                                    1/26 
Bill Scholten                                      1/26 
Joanne Cline                                      1/28 
Dearl Graupner                                1/29 
Claudia Jorgensen                            1/29 
Shirley Wiemers                                1/29 
Arlin Carter                                      1/31                  
 
  
       40th Anniversary 
Willis & Linda Stalller        1/10
             
             

 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
Tom & Faye Pyatt                                        10/01 
Willis & Linda Staller                                  1/10 
Bob & Donna Jesse                                      1/12 
Bud & Bettye Deppeler                                1/15 
Jerry & Pat Slatton                                      1/26    
                                                             
JANUARY BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
Mike Allen                                                     1/01 
Rick Benson                                                  1/01 
Kent Candler                                                 1/01 
Diane Candler                                               1/01 
Bob Fulkerson                                              1/01 
Barbara Harlson                                          1/01 
John  Kauffman                                            1/01 
Leon Thomas                                                 1/01 
Andy Vogt                                                     1/01 
Diana Watts                                                  1/01 
Diana Wickboldt                                          1/01 
Maxine Lange                                               1/02 
Donna Wobschall                                         1/02 
Gene Gnuse                                                   1/04 
Gerrie Onischuk                                           1/05 
Wayne Gruben                                             1/06 
Cathy Johnson                                              1/10 
Helen Weeks                                                 1/10 
Seth Billing                                                    1/11 
Vern Gruhn                                                  1/13 
Aletha Dammann                                         1/17 
Kaden Gerulski                                            1/18 
Carl Knipfel                                                  1/19 
Delores Roseke                                             1/19 
Sandra Kelley                                               1/21 
Duane Rembold                                            1/21 
Doreen Lubeck                                             1/22 
Marge Lindemann                                       1/26 
Evan Thiele                                                   1/27 
Lucille Calkins                                              1/28 
Joanne Cline                                                 1/30 
Elaine Schurman                                          1/30 
 
 
 
 
5th Anniversary 
Bud & Bettye Deppeler                                1/15 



 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH- 
MISSOURI SYNOD 
1990 FFOREST HILLS BOULEVARD 
BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 72715 
 
Phone: 479-855-0272 
Fax: 479-876-6097 
 
Email: bvlutheran@sbcglobal.net 
WEB SITE:  www.bvlutheran.com 
PASTOR PAUL HASS (479)685-2416 
 

2010 

The Olive Branch is a symbol of peace, harmony and healing. Olive trees provide shelter, as well as oil used for ointment and consecration. 
The Olive Branch also represents deliverance from hardships and anxiety because a dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s ark after the 
flood ended (Genesis 8:11). 
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